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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR, 


Essays on Ewperimenial 
Religion. 

No. LV. 
DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF 
CHRISTIAN EXPERLENCE. 

. Curist1an Experience Is a 
permanent thing. In illustrating 
this observation I shall take the 
liberty of borrowing from those 
two most excellent treatises, Dr. 
Owen on the Spirit,and Pres. Ed- 
wards on Religious .iffections. 
‘*¢ It is required that our affections 
be fired on heavenly things, and 
true grace will effect it. But the 
joys, ‘the fears, the hopes, the sor- 
rows, with reference to spiritual 
and eternal things, which many 
persons experience, are varied,un- 
certain, unstable, not only as to 
the degree, but as to the very be- 
ing of them. Sometimes they 
are as ariver, ready to overflow 
its banks; men cannot but be 
pouring them out on all occasions. 
And sometimes as waters that 
fail, no drop*comes from them. 
Sometimes they are hot, and 
sometimes cold; sometimes up, 
and sometimes down ; sometimes 
all heaven, and sometimes all 
world; without equality, without 
stability. But true grace fiveth 


the affections on spiritual things. 
N 


- 


As to the degrees of their exer- 
cise, there may be and is in them 
great variety, according as they 
may be excited, aided, assisted 
by grace, and the means of it, or 
obstructed and impeded by tempt- 
ations. But the constant bent and 
inclination of renewed affection 
is unto spiritual things, as the 
Scripture every where testifies, 
aud experience doth confirm.” 
“Although true Christians are 
not always alike, and the best 
have great reason to be ashamed 
of their unsteadiness ; yet there 
is in no wise that instability and 
inconstancy in the hearts of those 
that are true virgins, that follow 
the Lamb whithersoever He go- 
eth. which is in  false-hearted 
professors. The righteous man 
1s truly sail to be one. whose 
heart is fixed, trusting in God. 
If therefore persons are religious 
only by fits and starts; if “they 
appear mightily engaged in re- 
ligion only in ‘extraordinary sea- 
sons, but quickly return to such 
a frame, that their hearts are chief- 
ly on other things ; it is a sign of 
the unsoundness of their affec- 
tions. They are like the waters in 
the time of a shower, which, for a 
little while, run like a brook. and 
flow abundantly; but are present- 
ly quite dry. and continue soe, till 
another shower comes. Whereas 
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a true saint is like a stream from 
a living spring, which, though it 
may be greatly increased by a 
shower of rain, and diminished m 
time of drought, yet constantly 
runs.” 

“It is given by our Savior, as 
the character of those, who hear 
the word with joy, but have no 
root in themselves, that when per- 
secution, or tribulation, ariseth 
because of the word, they are 
stumbled and fall away. At the 
present day the piety of |g amped 
ing christians is not tested by se- 
vere persecution, yet the cha- 
racter, compared to stony places, 
may easily be found. * Religion 
comes to the minds of many, like 
many strangers to an inn to 
lodge, who take up a great deal of 
room, and make an appearance, 
as if none were in the house, but 
themselves; and yet they turn 
not out the family, which dwell- 
eth there, but there they make 
their abode still.” Persons of 
this description, if not offended 
by tribulation, will very probably 
yield to the allurements of pros- 
perity. They may not renounce 
the ioe of godliness ; but they 
lose their interest in religion ; 
‘“‘ coldvess, negligence. sloth, love 
of the world, and carnal security, 
every day gain ground upon them, 


till at length they become walking, 


and talking skeletons; dry, use- 
less, sapless worldlings.” 

But vital piety is something 
durable. The righteous man hold- 
eth on his way. At times, in- 
deed, he has but little strength ; 
and the flame of divine love burns 
dimly. ‘The spiritual exercises 
of his mind are few and feeble. 
The cares of this world take u 
an undue proportion of his 


thoughts, and too nearly approach 


that supremacy in the affections, 
which belongs to Christ and the 
interests of his kingdom. But still 
he retains an impression of the 
hatefulness of sin, and honestly, 
though feebly, aims at being holy. 
He cannot, as others do, feel at 


ease without the consvlations of 
the Spirit. He cannot forget, if 


he does not now experience, the 
satisfaction which he once enjoy- 
ed in the Fountain of living 
waters : and the broken cisterns 
of created good he finds but a 
miserable substitute for the un- 
created Source of life and bless- 
edness. 4s the hart panteth 
after the water-brooks so his soul 
panteth after God, and like the 
magnetic needle, when diverted 
from its usual direction, is not at 
rest, till it regains its favorite 
point, and fixes there. 

6. Chnstian experience im- 
plies the union of all those holy 
dispositions and affections, which 
are the result of renewing grace, 
producing, what an _ eminent 
author, before quoted, denomi- 
nates “beautiful symmetry and 
proportion.” The new creature, 
though at first imperfect in every 
part, possesses from the beginning 
every member which belongs to 
saints made perfect. All the gen- 
uine fruits of the Spirit exist 
together. If one be entirely 
wanting, all are wanting, *‘ The 
natural bedy which God hath 
made, consists of many members 
and all in beautiful proportion. 
So it is in the new man, consist- 
ing of various graces and affec- 
tions.” 

In some persons. who profess 
vital piety, there is a manifest 
want of this union and symmetry. 
They are like Ephraim of old, a 
cake not turned; * half roasted. 
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and half raw.” ‘They love God, 
but they do not love their neigh- 
bor. ‘They love the brethren, but 
they hate their enemies, and de- 
spise sinners. ‘They feel for the 
souls of men, but have no com- 
passion towards their bodies. Or 
they view with compassion the 
temporal wants of their fellow 
creatures, but contemplate their 
spiritual necessities, with uncon- 
cern. They rejoice without 
trembling. They have assurance 
without humility, and zeal with- 
out charity. They contend earn- 
estly against the sins of others, 
but are not watchful over them- 
selves, ‘They delight in social 
prayer, but do not enjoy, nor reg- 
ularly perform, the duties of the 
closet. Or they enjoy social 
prayer very highly, but do not 
pray in their fensileet, and take no 
satisfaction in prayer with fellow 
christians. ‘Their hope is strong, 
but their faith is feeble, and their 
love cold. ‘They are in raptures 
when they speak of heaven, and 
yet theyare manifestly very much 
attached, and sinfully conformed 
to the world. Where we witness 
such manifest incongruity of dis- 
position, it is difficult to believe, 
that we see Gods workmanship. 

in real Christians, we may 
reasonably expect more of con- 
sistency. While they love God, 
whom they have not seen, they 
love their brother also whom the 4 
have seen. Their delight is in 
the eawcellent of the earth. But 
they entertain feelings of good- 
will towards all men, even to 
those, who have, however griev- 
iously, injured thea, The “creat 
object of their benevolent solici- 
tude is the salvation of their fel- 


low creatures; but they sympa- 


thize with them in their temporal 


Af, 
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afflictions, and are disposed, ac- 
cording to their ability, to grant 
relief. ‘Their religious joy 1s ev- 
er attended with holy fear. How- 
ever strong may be their assur- 
ance of the favor of God, they do 
not cease to reverence His majes- 
ty, and to fear His displeasure. 
‘The more they experience of His 
loving kindness, the mere deeply 
do they feel their unworthiness, 
and on mest fully convinced 
that He is pacified toward them, 
they loath themselves, with pe- 
culiar contrition, for all the evils 
which they have committed. They 
are far more severe in condemn- 
ing themselves, than in condemn- 
ing others; and while they can- 

not but look at sin with abhor- 
rence, wherever they see it, they 
do not lose their charity toward 
the offender in their zeal against 
the offence. ‘When their hope i is 
vigorous, their faith is strong, and 
their love is ardent; and when 
they take delight in anticipating 
heaven, they are disengaged from 
the allurements of the world. 
Communion with God, in whatev- 
er way they may enjoy it, is umi- 
formly the object of their desires, 
and when attained, it is their 
highest pleasure. In retirement 
they have found the ereatest free- 
dom of access, have “attained the 
sreatest nearness to the throne, 
and they love the devotions of the 
closet. But they knew there is 
both advantage and pleasure, in 
the communion of saints ; and 
when two or three meet together, 
they do not wish to be absent. 
If at the head of a family, they 
wish for their children, and the 
various members of their house- 
holds, the blessing of God ; and 
they account it both their du- 
ty and pleasure to gather them 
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around the mercy seat, and there 
to offer thanks for the favors, in 
which they have jointly shared, 
and to supplicate the mercy, 
which they all need. 

The general remark, which I 
have been now il! ustrating, would 
admit an illustration much more 
copious. Such an illustration may 
be found in that truly invaluable 
treatise on Religious Affections, 
before mentioned. 

God grant, that to the writer 
and to the readers of this Essay, 
that stability and consistency of 
religious character, which are 
requisite to form the real Christ- 
jan, A. B. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


Extract from a letter written by 


Miss E—— of or unlit to a 
Christian fr iend in .—— 
“How unspeakably happy 


should we be, if in x 
we undertook we could have a 
single eye to the glory of God, 
and the best interests of our fel- 
low men. In proportion as we 
live to ourselves, we are useless 
and miserable; dishonor our 
Hleavenly Father, wound our dear 
Redeemer in the house of His 
friends, grieve the blessed Spirit, 
prove a stumbling block in the 
way of sinners, and bring our 
souls into darkness and distress ; ; 
and yet, (fools that we are,) how 
continua! ally are we settingup idols 
i our hearts, and cleaving to the 
dust? <Are you not astonished 

when you refiect upon the ingrat- 
itude, the incensi stency of Chris- 


tians, and amazed at the long suf- 
fering of God ? 


every thing 


Extract of a Letter to a Christian Friend. 


As for myself, Iam often weary 
of my life, weary of such con- 
stant conflicts with temptation 
and sin, and ready to despair ot 
ever gaining the victory over my 
corruptions. Oh! If 1 could be 
assured the Lord was on my side 
it would afford me strength for 
the combat, it would inspwe me 
with life and vigor, and I would 
sing for joy, and exult even in the 
midst of the severest trials. But 
let me not complain ; let me not 
dare to intimate, that God with- 
holds from me the light of His 
countenance, and thus renders 
me incapable of struggling for the 
mastery. Rather w ould I lay my 
hand upon my mouth, and my 
mouth in the dust, and ery, * Un- 
clean ! unclean ! God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner 

low apt are we = charge God 
foolishly ; to imagine thet He is 
unwilling to lend a listening ear 
to the voice of our supplications, 
when the fault is entirel your own. 
He is infinitely more willing to 
give, than we are to receive ; but 
we madly and impiously choose 
to forsake the Fountain of living 
waters, to hew out broken cisterns. 
We wander far out of the way, 
we lose sight of our heavenly in- 
heritance, and then complain, that 
we walk in darkness, and see no 
light. How absurd is such con- 
duct ! ! Well may it cover us with 
shame and confusion. Instead of 
indulging in such useless com- 
plaints, im such ungrateful mur- 
murings, let us rather strive to 
encourage and animate each oth- 
er. Let us dwell upon the aston- 
ishing love of our glorious Redeem- 
er, His excellency, and His ful- 
ness. 


* 
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« True *tis a strait and thorny road ; 

And mortal spirits tire and faint, 

If they forget the mighty God, 

Who feeds the strengih of every 
suint ‘- 


Sut we are not obliged to strug- 
Je alone. and unassisted. Blessed 
be God ! the Captain of our sal- 
vation is Almighty; and although 
in ourselves utterly insufficient 
to grapple with our potent and 
deadly foes, yet in iis strength 
we shall ultimately conquer, not- 
withstanding any advantage they 
may at present seem to have gain- 
ed over us. ‘Though we fall, we 
shall rise again. Death and hell 
in vain seek to retard our pro- 
gress. Our vile corruptions rise, 
like huge mountains, In our way, 
in vain. Divine Savior! thou 
canst lead to victory. 


«* Our feet shall travel all the length 

Of the celestial road ; 

And march with courage, 
strength, 

To see our Father God.” 


in thy 


The Ridicule of Infidels Prema- 
ture. 


WHERE ISTHE PROMISE OF HIS COM- 
inc? 2 Pet. ill. 4. 

Infidels may boast that they 
have got rid of the prejudices of 
education and the qualms of con- 
science, but they remain in total 
uncertainty about futurity, and 
cannot free themselves from un- 
easiness and alarm. The Lord 


has net enly promised to come 
again to judge the world, to be 
clorified in his saints, and to be 
admired in all them that believe ; 
butto take vengeance on them that 
know not God, & that obey not the 
This fills the unbelieving 


gospel. 


with apprehensions, so that, as 

Mr. Paine says, when they view 

it asa truth, they are the mere 

slaves of terror; their great la- 

bor, therefore, is to persuade 

themselves that it is a falsehood. 

The apostle Peter tells us, that 

there shall come in the last days 

scoffers, walking after their own 
lusts, and saying, * Where is the 
promise of his coming??? This 
prediction has been exactly ful- 
filled, and has received a remark- 
able accomplishment in our times. 
We have seen scoffers walking 
after their own lusts, scoffing at 
God’s people, sneering at their 
belief, laughing at religion ;_ with 
daring presumption, ridiculing 
the doctrine of a future judgment, 
saying,“ Where is the promise of 
his coming F” 

Your ridicule, my fellow-men, 
is premature, as we shall show.— 
Your pleasantry on this subject is 
low indeed, and your wit shallow 
in the extreme. Your puzzling 
question is considered by you as 
a cutting sarcasm on our under- 
standings : as a keen satire on 
our credulity, and as involving us 
in an inexplicable dilemma. It is 
as if you were to say, “ Where is 
the promise’ of his coming ?”?— 
What fools to credit so easily a 
promise so unlikely ever to be ful- 
filled, whose only use and design 
seems to be to amuse weak peo- 

le, or to be a bugbear to frighten 
children and old women! Yes, 
his long delay sufficiently indi- 
cates, that He has no intention of 
coming at all, but that his prem- 
ise has eivher failed or been for- 
gotten. It should have been ac- 
complished long ago, if it was ev- 
er meant to be accomplished at 
all. Where is the promise of his 
coming > How can you, who 
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trust in sucha deceiver now, pre- 
tend to hold up your faces before 
liberal thinking men, in this en- 
lightened age, “and call yourselves 

his followers > Defend his cha- 
racter now, if you can, and show, 
if that be possible, that he is not 
an impostor, or that your hopes 
and prospects are good for any 
thing.” Such seems to be the ut- 
most stretch of the wit couched in 
your overwhelming sneer. Should 
we be abashed or confounded by 
it? By no means. 

Your objection is unfounded.— 
When youask the question.— 
‘«* Where is the promise of his 
coming >”? you would have us «a 
lieve that it has failed, and 
think you have yeduces us = a 
dilemma, while you vaunt and 
scoff as if you had proved our 
Lord an impostor, and demon- 
strated thatour hopes are gone, 
and our all is lost. But you ‘have 
proved no such thing. You may 
propose your question as often, 
and laugh as loud as you please ; 
but this does not prove that he is 
an impostor, or has deceived US, 
or that we are credulous fools in 
believing his word. His promise 
has not failed, because he has 
not yet fulfilled it. He has not 
fixed the date when the promise 
was to receive its accomplish- 
ment: if he had, and that day 
had passed by, you might then 
have vaunted, and said, ** W here 
is the promise of his coming 
Then you might have : said, * ‘tis 
word has failed.”? But as it is, 
you only expose your own folly 
by scofling at the promise of his 
coming.—But you say, He prom- 
ised to come quickly. Yes, and 
whenever he comes, it will be 

“the all his enemies. that he 


has come quickly indeed. We 
must wait; but we and you 
should remember, that one day 
is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as 
one day. ‘ The Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise, as 
some men count ae but 
is long-suffering; not willing 
that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance.” 
Your sneering objection then falls 
to the ground, as the Lord has not 
fixed the day of his arrival ; and 
he may yet come, and prove his 
word true. Don’ t laugh then, but 
wait, and prepare to “meet your 
God ! 

Your witis misplaced. These 
are serious subjects, and ought to 
be treated in a serious manner, 
and will certainiy deeply affect 
every serious mind. Eternity 
stares you in the face; and your 
state and prospects bey ond death 
and the grave are forcibly urged 
home on "your most serious atten- 
tion. Unless these bore the stamp 
of falsehood, or were mere trifles 
to you, a contrary conduct to 
what you manifest is necessary in 
attending to them ; but they cer- 
tainly do not wear “the stamp of 
falsehood, or if they do, you may 
show it, as we cannot discern it : 
and they are assuredly, if thev 
be realities, of the utmost conse- 
quence to you. Ifere, especially, 
levity and indifference are quite 
out of place. 

Your ridicule is premeture.— 
Your boasting is certainly far too 
easy ; you should wait awhile be- 
tere you call the truth or certain- 
ty of his coming in question. It 
is necessary for. you to do much 
more than you have yet done, be- 
fore you are sate, continuing as 
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you are. You must prove that 
he never will come, that there 
will be no future judgment, nor 
future misery : then, and not till 
then, you may go on and live as 
you please, and laugh at the con- 
sequences ; but remember, the 
Lord hath shown his ability, and 
demonstrated his determination 
to call you to a strict account, 
and inflict upon you the threaten- 
ed punishment. That he is able 
to punish, and that he will cer- 
tainly punish all the unbelieving 
and impenitent, is evident from 
what he has done already, He 
destroyed the old world, because 
of the wickedness ef those, who 
dwelt upon it, bringing in the flood 
upon the world of the ungodly. 
He overwhelmed Sodom and Go- 
merrah, and the ether cities of the 
plain, by fire from Heaven, on 
account of the crimes of their in- 
habitants ; and the seven nations 
of Canaan were overthrown, the 
very land being sick of them, and 
vomiting them out, because of 
their degeneracy. Do not say 
there are no proofs of these things : 
the poets and historians of other 
nations attest the truth of these 
facts: besides that, they stand re- 
cordeé in the Bible. But he, who 
thus punished the ungodly, is the 
same God still, and hates intqui- 
ty as strongly as ever, and will 
certainly punish it. “ There is 
no peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked.” * The wicked and un- 
believing shall not escape, but 
shall go away into everlasting 
punishment.” When such a 
dreadful judgment awaits you, 
for which you are unprepared, 
and from which you cannot es- 
cape, why will you not take 
warning, and be persuaded te flee 
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from the wrath to come ? Your 
system misgives you in death, but 
tne christian hath hope in death. 
Do not drink that deadly soporif- 
ic draught administered by mod- 
ern philosophers, that death is 
eternal sleep; this would only 
benumb your senses, lull you 
asleep, and finally destroy you.— 
Examine Christianity, weigh its 
evidences, and discovering it to 
be true, believe and live.” 


URIEL. 
Evan. Maga. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR, 


Essays on Practical Religion. 
No. III. 
PARENTAL GOVERNMENT. 


Parents are placed in a situa- 
tion eminently responsible. The 
manner in which they educate 
their offspring, will have vast in- 
fluence as well upon succeeding 
generations, as the rising. 


“ *Tis education forms the common 
mind, 

Just as the twig is bent, the tree’s in- 
clin’d.” 


The first duty of parents, in 
educating their children, is to es- 
tablish and maintain a judictous 
system of discipline. By the di- 
vine constitution, in the natural 
order of events, parents are vest- 
ed with absolute authority. They 
are supreme in their own house. 
In the word of God, this author- 
ity is expressly delegated to them. 
They are commanded to “ train 
up their children in the way, they 
should go 3” and to “ bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition 
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of the Lord.” Jehovah himself 
bore witness to faithful Abraham, 
that “ He knew him, that he 
would command his children and 
his household after him.” 

At a suitable age, every child 
is to be made to submit to parent- 
al authority. Children early 
manifest a disposition to resist 
the authority of their parents.— 
All do not, indeed, exhibit the 
same degree of perverseness, nor 
at precisely the same age. But 
since the apostasy all inherit a 
desire of independence, to be 
above control. In some minds 
this disposition takes a much more 
resolute amd determined form 
than in others. It influences 
them to transgress good rules, and 
to break through salutary restraint. 
To have a set of feelings so des- 
tructive of order, peace and hap- 
piness early subdued, is of incon- 
ceivable moment. Shoots of such 
noxious tendency should receive 
timely attention. As soon, there- 
fore, as the vigilant eye of the 
parent perceives, this spirit of 
stubbornness, it is time to com- 
mence the counteracting pro- 
cess of systematic discipline. 
Children should always be made 
sensible, that their parents are not 
satisfied with them, whenever 
they manifest a froward spirit.— 
For parents to amuse themselves, 
as they not unfrequently do, with 
the early exhibitions of real ma- 
lignity, tends to produce the worst 
effects in their children. They 
soon observe what pleases their 
parents. Were they always put 
in pain, when under the influence 
of ill temper, they would learn to 
connect the idea of suffering with 
the indulgence of ‘such a temper. 
long before they would be capable 


of being taught, 1m any other 
method the existence of such a 
connexion. Jt must be left to the 
discretion of parents, at what age 
they may begin to establish their 
authority. “Tn general, it may be 
remarked, that it should be done 
at an carlier period, than it com- 
monly is; and that, after children 
become in some measure capable 
of understanding, or observing 
the effects, or connexion of things, 
the svoner it is effected, the easi- 
er and better it will be done.— 
They must be made to know, that 
they are to be governed by oth- 
er laws than their own uncontrol- 
led feelings. Restraints must be 
imposed ; bounds must be set, be- 
yond which they must not, with 
impunity. be allowed to pass.— 
For “a child leftto himself bring- 
eth his mother to shame.” Prov. 
xxix. 15. 

In establishing their authority, 
parents should be careful to do it 
effectually. If they have recourse 
to the rod, it should be used with 
discreet tidernéss and with 
creat fidelity. When they be- 
gin they should persevere, until 
their children fully yield. Pun- 
ishments. which fall short of pro- 
ducing this effect, are externally 
injurious. ‘They excite anger and 
other ill tempers and answer no 
part of what ought to be the 
sign of correction. W ould 
ents establish and maintain an au- 
thority, which shall be irresistible, 
they must be wnited. They 
should be well agreed as to what 
offences render their children 
proper subjects of discipline, and 
in what way their discipline is to 
be maintained. The disagree- 
ment of parents on these subjects 
has proved ruinous to many fami- 
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lies. ‘They should be extremely 
cautious of resisting, or counter- 
acting each other’s authority. If 
the looks, motions, or words of 
one, indicate a disposition to take 
the part of the child against the 
other, it will certainly be perceiv- 
ed, and government will be at an 
end. They ought also to be sa 
careful not to countermand eac 
other’s directions. When pesi- 
tive orders have been given by 
one parent, let not the other give 
different ones, nor receive an ex- 
cuse from the child for not execut- 
ing those first given. At an age, 
much earlier than many imagine, 
children begin critically to notice 
the manner, in which their parents 
treat each other. If they see 
them at variance, or not equally 
determined to be obeyed, it will 
sreatly weaken their government. 
But when their parents jointly 
applaud what is commendable, 
and censure what is culpable ; 
and let it appear, that they are 
disposed to afford mutual aid in 
maintaining discipline, their au- 
thority will rise superior to oppo- 
sition. Children, finding resist- 
ance vain, will at length, readily 
yield, and cheerfully obey. 

Having succeeded in bringing 
their children into subjection, to 
render their government ef- 
fectual, it must be strictly uni- 

“ Children are perpetual- 

ly endeavoring to om through 
the absolute authority of their 
parents. This is attempted with 
amazing sagacity, even i: early 
infancy. They will sometimes 
disobey in the most trifling circum- 
stances, in hope that the parent 
will not think it worth the trouble 
to persevere in requiring obedi- 
ence. They will endeavor, by 
some humorous trick, to disarm 
0 
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the displeasure of the parent, 


when they see him serious in re- 
quiring obedience. They will 
seize the opportunity, when the 
parent is engaged with company, 
or with some close employment, 
to evade obedience to a command, 
which they know would be enforc- 
ed, if the parent were more at 
leisure to attend to their conduct. 
In these, and similar instances, 
parents should be upon their 
guard, and never suffer their chil- 
dren to break a known command 
by any device, or artifice whatev- 
er. 

The grand defect in the govern- 
ment A power families is Gl inom- 
stancy with which commands are 
enforced. All parents make 
their children obey sometimes. 
If they can do this in one instance, 
they can in a second, a third, and. 
in every instance. Were they 
never allowed successfully to re- 
sist parental authority, they would. 
soon cenclude, that it was abso- 
lutely irresistible. They would, 
at length, acquire such a habit of 
obeying, that they would no more 
think of disobeying, than of at- 
tempting the most impracticable 
thing imaginable. Why do not 
children often attempt to pass 
through the walls of the house 
instead of the doors? For this 
plain reason ; because they have 
never been allowed todo it. Let 
obedience to your commands be 
as uniformly enforced, as the walls 
of the house resist their passage, 
and they will as soon undertake 
to force their way through the 
walis, as to do what you forbid, 
or neglect what you require. But: 
instead of this uniformity, in two 
instances out of three at least, 
children are permitted to follow 
their own inclinations contrary te 
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the expressed wishes of their par- 
ents. For the will of parents, 
however expressed, is always to 
be obeyed. Children cannet be 
governed by the halves. If they 
are permitted to do contrary to 
the requests, or even proposals of 
their parents, one half, or three 
quarters of the time, they will 
take the liberty to disobey their 
most positive commands. Re- 
course must be had to punishment, 
or threatenings, to exact obedi- 
ence. The point is gained, but 
perhaps, the very next command, 
which is given, is transgressed 
with impunity. In this way good 
discipline can never be maintain- 
ed. Parents must be invariably 
obeyed. 

This, howeyer, is imposing a 
heavy task on them. Great cir- 
cumspection is necessary, as to 
the manner, in which parents ex- 


press their wishes, and issue their 


orders. ‘They often request their 
children to do things, respecting 
which they feel almost perfectly 
indifferent. In itself, it may be 
of no importance, whether they 
be done, or not. But the conse- 
quences of their being done, or 
omitted, by the children, are vast- 
ly momentous. They should 
Sisto carefully avoid givin 
such directions, or making se 
requests. ‘They may find it more 
difficult to regulate their own con- 
duct im reference to this impor- 
tant particular, than that of their 
children. 

To maintain good government 
in a family, punishment will be 
found indispensably necessary. 
But much, very much depends up- 
on the kind of punishment, and 
the temper of mind exhibited by 
parents, while inflicting it. The 
convenience, with wih they can 
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employ the rod, or that, whicl: 
should never be made a substitute, 
the hand, presents a_ powerful 
temptation to punish in no other 
way. ‘This kind of correction 
can be administered with despatch 
and itis pretty sure to have an ef- 
fect for the time. It is necessary 
that the minds of children should 
early be impressed, that there is a 
great difference in the nature of 
crimes. But where one mode of 
chastisement is always used, it 
will be impossible te convey to 
their minds the existence of such 
a distinction. What would be 
thought of the state or kingdom, 
in which the same punishment 
should be inflicted for every 
crime? It would be no less ab- 
surd, than for a physician to pre- 
scribe one medicine for every dis- 
ease. Parents should exercise 
their greatest ingenuity, after 
having duly considered the pecu- 
liar temperament and circum- 
stances of their children, to de- 
vise the mode of correction.. Let — 
them be adapted to answer the 
end of discipline, and no matter 
how numerous. Nothing can have 
a greater tendency to strengthen 
and confirm parental authority. 
The use of the rod may be 
necessary in first establishing au- 
thority ; because this should be 
done previously to children’s be- 
ing capable of being influenced 
by reason.* But after this, it 
should be the last resort. Other 
methods sheuld be first tried. 
Perhaps recourse should not be 
had to the rod, except in cases of 
persevering obstinacy, or great 
criminality. When persuasions, 





* The writer would strongly recom- 
mend to all parents, Dr. Witherspoon’s 
Letters on Education, lately published 
at Hallowell. 
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wrong. After they arrive ata 
suitable age to understand, cor- 


preper methods have been tried 
in vain, then, “ he that spareth 
the rod hateth his son, but he that 
loveth him chasteneth him be- 
times.”” Prov. xiii. 29. 

After these remarks upon the 
necessity of exacting uniform 
obedience, it may be needful to 
suggest a caution, which will! pre- 
pare the way for what is to be 
said respecting the spirit of fam- 
ily government. If parents al- 
ways speak to their children in a 
stern, peremptory manner; and 
show little regard to their under- 
standings, or feelings, their chil- 
dren may indeed greatly in 
fear; but it will be servile, like 
what is felt im the power of 
a tyrant, or at the approach of 
beasts of prey. Their submis- 
sion will be as diverse from the 
cheerful, hearty acquiescence, 
which it is desirable should be 
felt, as filial reverence is from the 
dread of an unrelenting despot. 
Though every thing should be 
made to yield to the will of the 
parent, yet it is of the highest 
importance, that the understand- 
ings and feelings of children 
should be frequently consulted. 
The more constantly their views 
and inclinations can be gratified 
within the prescribed limits, the 
better. It will render them lively, 
placid, and enterprizing. While 
the want of due regard to their 
wishes will make them morose 
and inactive. 

Parents should be very solicitous 
to have their children dread the 
commission of crimes, more than 
they dread punishment. For this 
reason, they should bestow un- 


wearied pains to convince them 
of their criminality in 


doing 


reetion will not have its desired 
effect, unless attended with a con- 
Viction of its desert. Where this 
conviction does not exist, there 
can be no sorrow for the crime. 
The chastisement will be the only 
subject of regret. 

Pardons may sometimes be 
Sigur to advantage in the fami- 
y government. In some cases 
the heart of an offending child 
may be more deeply wounded in 
this way, than by the most severe 
discipline. It will tend to show 
children that the object of their 
parents is not to gratify their re- 
sentment, but to promote the good 
of the family. Pardons should 
not be too frequent; lest they 
encourage disobedience. They 
should never be granted, unless a 
degree of remorse is perceivable 
in the offender. 

In parental government, re- 
wards, judiciously conferred, hold 
an important place. Most suita- 
bly to manage this department, re- 
quires much discretion. The ser- 
vile practice of hiring children to 
do what they ought is most de- 
grading. arents lose all their 
authority, and become the mere 
slaves of their children. They 
ought always to express their ap- 
probation of their good conduct. 
They may sometimes bestow pre- 
miums. The nature of the re- 
ward ought to be well considered. 
Never propose recreation as a 
recompense for industry or fidel- 
ity. This will induce them to 
think play preferable to laborious 
application. Let them be excit- 
ed to perform their tasks by the 
prospect of having opportunity to 
read, to write, to hear some in- 
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teresting account, or the like. 
Guard against cherishing a mer- 
cenary spirit. Never sell author- 
ity by proposing a reward for do- 
ing any thing after having given 
a positive command to do it. 

ever adopt a scolding, peev- 
ish manner of addressing children. 
Every kind and degree of harsh 
and rough treatment is pernicious. 
It irritates, and provokes corre- 
sponding asperities. Hence the 
apostolic injunction, “ Ye fathers, 
provoke not your children to 
wrath.”” By no means, attempt 
to terrify them, but especially by 
threatening to do dreadful things 
to them. Never threaten a pun- 
ishment, which in case of disobe- 
dience, you do not intend to in- 
flict. If you lie to your children, 
they will not know upon what to 
depend. 

he spirit of family govern- 
ment ought tobe emphatically the 
spirit of that * charity which 
worketh no ill.” Never correct 
children under the influence of 
passion. Family government is 
an institution of God. No more 
absurd or profane would it be, to 
enter the closet, or house of God 
in a rage of anger, than it is to 
fly upon children and beat them 
with such a temper. Dignity is 
prostrated and government is not 
supported. Children should be 
convinced, that nothing but a 
sense of duty, a desire to pro- 
mote their good can induce their 
parents ever to chastise, or even 
reprove them. “ Train up a 
child in the way he should go, 
and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” 


T. 


The Excellence of the Christian Dispensation. 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


‘THE EXCELLENCE OF THE CHRIS- 
TIAN DISPENSATION, by the Rev. 
Robert Hall, M. A. of Leices- 
ter, ( England. ) 


Ler us remember the dignity 
of the dispensation under which 
we live; that it is not the institu- 
tion of man, but the wise and gra- 
cious plan of God, to make us 
happy. With this view he raised up 
the people of the Jews, kept them 
distinct from all others, and gave 
them such a portion of knowledge 
as might in due time, prepare for 
the display of the Gospel. With 
this view, a succession of priests 
was kept up, the eye of prophecy 
was enlightened, and the hand of 
Omnipotence stretched forth. Af- 
ter thus preparing the way, our 
great Redeemer himself appeared 
upon earth; lived in humiliation 
and sorrow, and died in agony and 
disgrace. During the time of his 
personal ministry, he had every 
attestation of Deity in his favor, 
and the power of God was often 
exerted in a most signal manner. 
After his ascension, a larger meas- 
ure of knowledge and power was 
given to his disciples than had been 
afforded them before. They as- 
serted his character, and affirmed 
that he had risen from the dead, in 
the very place in which he had been 
crucified. They were endued with 
a miraculous skill in tongues, for 
the very purpose of spreading the 
Gospel through the different parts 
of the world : and with what suc- 
cess they did it, and how, in the 
face of danger and of death, they 
maintained their cause, whilst ma- 
ny of them perished in their suf- 
ferings, is well known, and will 
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draw tears of admiration and grat- 

itude from all succeeding ages. 

When we ‘see the Savior de- 

cending from Heaven as a witness 

for God, and behold his sufferings 

and death, we cannot help being 

astonished at so stupendous a 

scene, and inquiring into the pur- 

pose it was intended to accom- 

plish. One, among many other 

great ends, which are answered by 
it, is the removing the ignorance, 
and error in which we are by na- 

ture involved, and giving us the 
knowledge of God and our true 
happiness. If there be a moral 
sovernor of the world, it must be 
of great importance to know upon 
what terms we stand with him, 
and what expectations we may 
form from him. A sober reflect- 
ing man could scarcely feel him- 
self at ease, till he has attained to 
some certainty in points of so much 
consequence ; and yet how little 
information we can derive from 
reason in inquiries of this nature, 
may be seen from the experience 
of past ages, and those the most 
enlightened and refined ; who, af- 
ter all their researches, have not 
been able to come to any agree- 
ment, or to gain any satisfaction. 
We may discover by the light of 
nature the existence of a Being 
who is possessed of all possible 
perfection. The works of God 
sufficiently display his wisdom, 
power, and goodness; but with 
respect to the application of these 
in any particular instance, it 
leaves us entirely ata loss. We 
have no measure which we can ap- 
ply to the operations of an infinite 
mind : and, therefore, though we 
may be assured the Divine wren 
possesses all the attributes which 
compose supreme excellence, it is 
umpossible for us te say in partic- 





ular instances what path of con- 
duct may best consist with those 
perfections in their most extensive 
operation. Indeed, to discover, 
not only the leading attributes of 
the divine nature, but to be ac- 

uainted before hand with every 
direction they will take, would be 
fully to comprehend the most 
High. When, therefore, without 
the aid of revelation, we attempt 
to foretel the dispensations of the 
Almighty, we are lost in a maze, 
and are obliged to rest in vague 
and uncertain conjectures. This 
holds true more especially, when 
applied to the conduct of Provi- 
dence with respect to only a small 
part of creation. In this case our 
uncertainty is doubled, since we 
know that all the works of God 
form one vast system. and that the 
regulation of the parts must be 
subservient to the administration 
of the whole. But this situation 
is ours. Confined to a point in 
our existence, and limited in our 
ideas, we cannot tell what relation 
we bear to other beings, or how it 
may seem fit to Divine Provi- 
dence to dispose of us in relation 
to those higher and more ultimate 
designs, which are continually car- 
_ on. Our meaning may be 
illustrated by the following in- 
stance. It is certain that the Di- 
vine Being is in the greatest de- 

ree compassionate and good; 
but if a number of creatures ren- 
der themselves unhappy by a wil- 
ful rebellion against him, a singu- 
lar instance would arise. It 
would be impossible to say wheth- 
er the exercise of compassion here 
would best comport with the high- 
est goodness and the greatest 
happiness in the general adminis- 
tration of Providence, because no 
one could trace every relation 
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whichi the parts bear to the whole. 
This you will perceive is a vase 
entirely to the point, for disorder 
has entered into the world. It 
is evident things are turned out of 
their natural and original channel, 
that they are not what they have 
been, nor what they ought to be. 
Men have corrupted their way. 
A change so singular in the crea- 
tion, a situation so striking, and 
so little to be apprehended under 
the government ofa holy and per- 
fect being, naturally leads us to 
look for a revolution in the dispen- 
sations of Providence. In sucha 
state some new and awful inter- 
position of the divine hand might 
well be expected. There is some- 
thing at the same time in the idea 
ofhaving provoked the displeas- 
ure of God, when seriously 
thought of, too heavy for the heart 
of man tobear. Wecannot leave 
his presence, we cannot resist his 
power, we cannot evade his 
stroke. Hence mankind in all 
ages have had their fears awaken- 
ed, and have taken a gloomy sur- 
vey of a hereafter. They saw 
death busy around them, carrying 
their fellow-creatures out of their 
sight. Anxious and fearful for 
themselves, they sought for them 
in the dreams of poetic illusion, 
and followed them in the gloomy 
visions of unenlightened fancy. 
They found that life was filled 
with vanity and sorrow, they knew 
not but death would extinguish 
their existence, or transmit. them 
to still greater misery. They had 
just light enough dimly to show 
them the judge of the Universe, 
seated on his throne in wrath, 
clouded with darkness, and beset 
with judgments. They had no 
certain access te him, no accepta- 
ble worship to pay tohim, no as- 
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surance that their prayers would 


be answered, or their sins forgiven | 


them. They saw not the issue of 
things, nor could they take any 
lengthened view of  futurity, 
They knew not therefore how to 
cherish any great hopes, to form 
any high and extensive plans ; 
they were confined to the present 
moment, and all beyond it was 
covered in confusion and horror. 


You will not think this description ~ 


overwrought if you read the first 
chapter of Saint Paul’s Epistle to 
the Romans. 


Herein, then, appears the su- © 


preme excellence of the Christian 
dispensation. In the midst of 
this darkness it rises like the sun 
in its strength, and all these 
gloomy shades melt away and are 
lost in the brightness of it. It no 
longer leaves us to the conjectures 
of reason, which has always erred, 
nor to the fluctuating opinions 
of men: but all it declares it 
confirms by the authority of God. 
The truths it discovers were pro- 
claimed by the Son of God him- 
self, who lay on the bosom of his 
Father from eternity, who was ac- 
quainted with all his counsels, 
and created all his works. It 
raises no hopes within but what 
are built upon the oath and prom- 
ise of him who cannot lie. In 
the mystery of Christ’s Incarna- 
tion, who was God as well as man, 
in the humiliation of his life, and 
in his death upon the cross, we 
behold the most stupendous in- 
stance of compassion, whilst at 
the same moment the law of God 
received more honor, than it could 
have done by the obedience of any, 
or of all his creatures. ‘ Mercy 


and truth are met together, right- 
ave kissed 
In this dcispensa- 


eousness and peace 
each other.” 
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tion of his grace he has reached 
so far beyond our highest hopes 
that, if we love him, we may be 
assured that he will with it freely 
give us all things. Access to 
God is now opened at all times, 
and from all places; and to such 
as sincerely ask it, he has promis- 
ed his Spirit, to teach them to 
ray and to help their infirmities. 
The sacrifice of Christ has ren- 
dered it just for him toforgive sin, 
and whenever we are led to re- 
pent of and forsake it, even the 
righteousness of God is declared 
in the pardon of it. Whilst we 
contemplate the Gospel, consola- 
tion pours itself in on every side, 
and refreshes our inmost souls. 
It gives us the prospect of our 
sins being pardoned, our prayers 
accepted, our very aiilictions 
turned into blessings, and our ex- 
istence prelonged to an endless 
duration. We see Christianity, 
indeed, as yet but in its infancy. 
It has not already reached the 
great ends it is intended to an- 
swer, and to which itis constant- 
ly advancing. At present it Is 
but as a grain of mustard seed, 
and seems to bring forth a tender 
and weakly crop, but be assured 
it is of God’s own right hand 
planting, and he will never suffer 
it to perish. It will soon stretch 
its branches to the river, and its 
shade to the ends of the earth. 
The weary will repose themselves 
under it, the hungry will partake 
of its fruits, and its leaves will 
be for the healing of the nations, 
If you profess the name of Je- 
gus you will delight in contem- 
plating the increase and grandeur 
of his kingdom, and your expec- 
tations will not deceive you. 
He must reign till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet. ‘The re- 
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-e of Jesus is not the religion 
of one age or of one nation. It 
is a train of light first put in mo- 
tion by God, and which will con- 
tinue to move and to spread, till 
it has filled the whole earth with 
its glory. Its blessings will de- 
scend, and its influence will be 
felt, to the latest generations. 
Uninterrupted in its course, and 
boundless in its extent, it will 
not be limited by time or space. 
The earth is too narrow for the 
display of its effects and the ac- 
complishment of its purposes. 
It points forward to an Eternity. 
The great Redeemer will again 
appear on Earth, as the Judge 
and Ruler of it ; will send forth 
his Angels and gather his Elect 
from the four winds ; and will 
place the — for ever in the 
presence of his God and their 
God, of his Father and their Fath- 
er. 
If our religion be such as we 
have attempted briefly to de- 
scribe,—* what manner of per- 
sons ought we to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness ?”—~ 
You are conscious that a mere 
belief of the Christian Revelation 
will not purify the heart nor regu- 
late the conduct. We may calm- 
ly assent te the most solemn and 
interesting truths of Christianity, 
and afterwards suffer them to 
slide out of our minds, without 
leaving any impression behind 
them. If we look back upon the 
usual course of our feelings, we 
shall find that we are more influ- 
enced by the frequent recurrence 
of objects, than by their weight 
and importance, and that habit 
has more force in forming our 
characters than opinions have,’ 
The mind naturally takes its tone 
from what it habitually contem- 
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plates. Hence it is that the 
world, by continually pressing 
upon our senses, and being ever 
open to our view, takes so wide a 
sway in the heart. How, think 
you, must we correct this influ- 
ence, and by faith overcome the 
world, unless we habitually turn 
our attention to religion and eter- 
nity ? Let us beseech you then 
to make them familiar with your 
minds, and mingle them with the 
ordinary stream of your thoughts ; 
retiring often from the world and 
conversing with God and your 
own souls. In these solemn mo- 
ments, nature and the shifting 
scenes of it will retire from your 
view, and you will be left alone 
with God. You will walk as in 
his sight ; you will stand, as it 
were, at his tribunal. Illusions 
will then vanish apace, and every 
thing will appear in its due a 
portion and proper color. ou 
will estimate human life and the 
worth. of it, not by fleeting and 
momentary sensations, but by the 
light of serious reflection and 
steady faith; you will see little 
in the past to please, or in the fu- 
ture to flatter ; its feverish dreams 
will subside, and its enchantments 
be dissolved. It.is much, how- 
ever, if faith do not upon such oc- 
casions draw aside the veil which 
rests upon futurity, and cut short 
the interval of expectation. How 
often has she borne aloft the spir- 
its of men, and given them 
a vision of better days and of 
brighter hopes ? ‘They have enter- 
ed already the rest which remain- 
ed for them; they have come to 
an innumerable company of an- 
gels, to the spirits of the just 
made perfect, and to God the 
Judge of all. From these seasons 
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of retirement and religious medi- 
tation, you will return to the ac- 
tive scenes of life with greater 
advantage. From the presence of 
God you will come forth with 
sions more composed, your 
thoughts better regulated, and 
our hearts more steady and pure. 

o not imagine that the benefit 
of such exercises is confined to 
the moments that are spent in 
them; for as the air retains the 
smell, and is filled with the fra- 
grance of leaves which have been 
long shed ; so will these medita- 
tions leave a sweet and refreshing 
influence behind them. 

If your religion be genuine, it 
will be often the source of the 
warmest and most interesting 
feelings. It will be a spring ot 
consolation within, which will 
often be full and pour itself forth. 
If the Gospel has not taken a 
share in the feelings of our heart ; 
if it has not moved the great 
springs of our hopes and fears, 
we may be assured we have never 
experienced its ferce. It is filled 
with such views as cannot fail to 
interest and transport us. Be- 
sides, if we do not feel the Gos- 

el as well as believe it, how can 
it support against the overwhelm- 
ing influence of what we do feel > 
The world steals upon us and en- 
pages our affections on all sides. 

ts prospects enrapture and its 
pleasures are seducing us. Will 
a religion which rests only upon 
opinion and a conviction at times 
extorted from us, keep us firm 
against those assaults, and stem 
the force of a torrent which nev- 
er ceases to flow? This can be 
done only by opposing hope to 
hope, feeling to feeling and pleas- 
ure to pleasure. 
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Perhaps one of the chief reas- 
sns, why Christianity does no 
more purify our hearts is, that we 
are apt to confine it to seasons of 
worship, and toshut it out from 
the ordinary concerns of life. 
Itis a great and fatal mistake to 
imagine them so separate, that 
we can innocently and usefully 
engage in the one, without any 
regard to the other. Our tempo- 
ral affairs should never indeed be 
suffered to mingle with the exer- 
cises of Religion, but Religion 
should always regulate the con- 
duct of our temporal affairs.— 
And the réason of this is obvious. 
‘The world and the fashion of it 
are passing away, and our union 
with it will soon be dissolved, 
whilst the relation which we bear 
to God and to eternity is ever the 
same, and extends to alltimes and 
all places. ‘rhe character, which 
as Christians we sustain, is our 
highest character ; and the hopes 
which, as such, we indulge, are 
our highest hopes. Jtis but reas- 
onable, it is but just, therefore, 
thata desire of discharging the 
one, and attaining the other, 
should sway the whole of our 
conduct. Perhaps you. will be 
ready to think that this advice is 
impracticable ; you will urge the 
necessity of attending to yeur 
worldly callings, which you will 
say cannot be carried on, unless 
you give them the greater part of 
your time and attention. Be it 
so. Remember we do not advise 
you to spend mere of your time 
in Religion than in ordinary con- 
cerns. This would extinguish all 
human industry. But if you be 
sincere in your profession of re- 
ligion, you will regulate your pur- 
suits by it, and engage no further 
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in any of them than is consistent 
with the spirit of it. In the 
midst of all your other concerns, 
you will still make Religion the 
centre of your hopes, and the 
consummation of your wishes. 
An ordinary mechanic devotes 
more of his time to the labor of 
his hands, than to any other em- 
ploy ; but it isnot his laborious 
employment that interests his 
heart : it is his desire of procur- 
ing subsistence and of warding 
off the inconveniences of poverty 
and want. 

Finally, let each of us examine 
ourselves whether we be in the 
faith or not ; let us prove our 
own selves; let us not shrink 
from the severest test to . which 
Conscience and the worp or Gop 
can put us.. If we be indeed 
found sincere after thus searching 
our hearts, our faith will grow 
more firm, and our consolations 
more steady. Or if it appear 
that we have been hitherto de- 
ceiving ourselves and being de- 
ceived (awful idea !) we shall at 
least have an opportunity of lift- 
ing up our eyes for mercy, and of 
reading our danger in our sin, 
and net in our punishment. But 
if you have fled from the wrath 
to come, and have laid hold on 
eternal life, we shall rejoice in the 
prospect of meeting you, at the 
great day, when you shall have 
washed your robes and made them. 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Then brought out of much tribula- 
tion, and redeemed from every 
nation and tongue and people, his 
elect shall be gathered, he shall 
give up. the kingdom to the Fa- 
ther, and God shail be all in all. 
Alas! the ‘voice of individual 


praise is weak and feeble+ hut 
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how will our hearts swell with ad- 
oration and delight, when, while 
we are praising him, he shall re- 
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ceive from millions of beings and 
millions of worlds the same in- 
cense ! 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Domestic Missions. 


In the state of New-York there is a 
Society, entitled the Female Missionary 
Society of the Western District. Its at- 
fairs are conducted by several ladies, 
residing in Utica, and some other towns 
in that vicinity. It comprehends nearly 
thirty branches. The last year (ending 
Sept. 1817) it expended upwards of 
$1700 and employed 5 or 6 missiona- 
ries. The following extract from the 
journal of Mr. Henry, Smith, a mis- 
sionary, employed by the Society for 
more than 16 months in the western 
Counties of the State, will be read 
with much interest. 

“At East Bloomfield it was my priv- 
ilege to witness such displays of sove- 
reign grace, as I had never before seen. 
The great Head of the church of a 
truth was present in all his glory to 
build up Zion. At an evening lecture 
I addressed a thronged and weeping 
auditory, when a lovely youth, who had 
long been burdened with sin, was hope- 
fully delivered from its dominion. She 
has since connected with the church, 
and premises to adorn the cause. By 
the desire of the Rev. Mr. Steele, 
whose health was impaired by the se- 
verity ofhis labors, I tarried here three 
days, during which a flourishing branch 
was formed at Victor. The fruits of 
this revival are between 1 and 200 
hopeful converts. The work has since 
extended to West Bloomfield, Victor, 
Gorham, Middlesex, Mendon, Avon, 
Brighton, Livonia, Ontario, Palmyra, 
Leicester, Romulus, Geneva, Lyons, 
Locke and Wolcott. “ This is the 
lord’s doings, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes.” 

Leaving East Bloomfield with earn- 
est desires that the Divine Spirit would 
in like manner water the thirsty chur- 
ches of the west—crossed the Genesee 
river to Parma my 2d station. Con- 


tinued here more than 7 monthis, at- 
tending on au average six meetings 4 
week, and devoting the intervening 
time to families and schools. This 
station embraced the towns of Paria, 
Murray, Riga, Gates, Sweden, Bergen, 
and Gains. After laboring two months 
here, it pleased the great Head of the 
church to make bare His arm for the 
salvation of sinners. 

Parma was first blessed with the 
heavenly influence. Sinners of every 
character and age were awakened from 
their slumbers, convicted ana savingly 
united to Christ. The operations of 
the Spirit were silent, deep and solemn 
—About 50 cherished the christian 
hope, an equal number I have reason 
to believe were awakened.—The church 
was increased from 25 to 76 or 8. 

I was enabled to set on foot here a 
moral and a missionary society. $80 
including what was received from the 
branch, were collected for your socie- 
ty, and $600 were readily subscribed 
for the permanent support of the gos- 
pel. $70 was the largest sum ever 
raised annually before—Such is the 
happy influence of revivals to call forth 
liberality in aid of religious institu- 
tions. 

But the triumphs of Emmanuel were 
not confined to this spot. As I was 
riding one day through a remote set- 
tlement in Riga, struck with the deso- 
lations of the place, I alighted from my 
horse and e:\tered a mud-walled cot- 
tage to tell them what wonders God 
had wrought in Parma; the theught 
occurred that I would establish a week- 
ly lecture there. I soon after proposed 
the thing to the Rev. Mr. Darwin a 
zealous and successful preacher in 
West Riga, who cheerfully accepted 
the proposal. Wewere to preach al- 
ternately—Several were impressed at 
the first lecture. It was not however 
manifest untiltwo months after when 
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at the close of the sermon, nearly 40 
arose impressed with the interesting 
inquiry, “what shall we do to be 
saved?” The assembly were solemn 
as the Judgment and drowned in tears. 
I: was good to be there—With the 
Patriarch I could say, “ How dreadful 
is this place? this is none other but 
the house of God, and this is the gate 
of heaven.’ Our lectures and confer- 
ences, immediately after, were contin- 
ued from half past two P. M. till sun- 
set. It was then hard to get the peo- 
ple away—they literally hung upon the 
lips of the preacher. The anxious 
look and the big tear rolling down 
the cheek indicated the conflict within 

About sixty Ihave reason to think 
were plucked as brands from the ever- 
lasting burnings. It is worthy of no- 
tice that several professors of religion, 
who had lived in the neglect of duties, 
were renewed to repentance.—Their 
humble confessions, their fervent pray- 
ers were important means in advancing 
the revival. 

The characteristics of this work of 
the Spirit were power and rapidity. 

The views expressed of the charac- 
ter of God, of the divine law, of sin, of 
the beauty and fulness of the Savior 
were clear and evangelical. The Rev. 
Hugh Wallace labored here several 
days with his accustomed fidelity and 
presided at the organization of a church. 
‘The awakening was progressing when 
I left. 

At Murray I preached one third of 
the time. Though there was no 
awakening, congregations were large 
and attentive. Many professors were 
I trust roused up, backsliders renewed 
to repentance and some cases of hope- 
ful conversion. So discordant how- 
ever are the religious tenets of the 
place, and so industriously have er- 
rors of different kinds been propagated, 
that it will be long I fear, before the 
gospel will be permanently settled here. 
1 succeeded in forming amoral society 
for the suppression of vice, a religious 
society under the statute, and a branch 
of more than 90 members, and the fol- 
lowing day one in Sweden. To pre- 
pare the way for the organization of 
these churches was 2 business of no 
little perplexity and toil. A region ef 


more than 15 miles was te be explored 
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to hunt up the scattered sheep. Many 
of them were unknown; some were 
Jocated in wilds almost impenetrable ; 
some had been so long detached from 
ordinances as to be indifferent ; others 
had imbibed errors; not a few enter- 
tained the christian hope, but were un- 
determined with what denomination to 
cennect. Hence, the lukewarm were 
to be roused, the unknown to be dis- 
covered, the erroneous to be convinced 
and the wavering to be confirmed, be- 
fore the desired event could be brought 
about. With these obstacles in the 
way, I sat out first to explore, and next 
to complete what had been begun. Hav- 
ing selected about 16 suitable candi- 
dates for each church and preached a 
preparatory sermon on the qualifica- 
tions of membership, together with 
the general principles of church gov- 
ernment, and invited a counsel on the 
occasion—I had the happiness to see 
two churches organized within three 
weeks in gospel beauty and order. Rev. 
C. Williams, of Rochester, presided. 
The candidates having given satisfac- 
tion to ths counsel, relative to their 
faith and experience, after an appro- 
priate sermon by Rev. A. Darwin of 
Riga, entered into a solemn covenant 
with God in the presence of a large 
assembly, and with oue another—and 
were constituted a church of Christ. 
All retired to their homes deeply in- 
terested in the solemnities of the day. 
—The following day, agreeably to ap. 
pointment, the counsel proceeded to 
Sweden and constituted a church in 
like manner. A few days after, several 
more were examined for church union, 
The exercises of these days were 
blessed to the joyful renovation of two 
respectable inhabitants in those towns. 
I cannot express to the society my feel- 
ings in view of the transactions of 
those days. It was delightful, indeed, 
to see order thus arising out of con- 
fusion—to see the people of God after 
a gloomy night of despondency, after 
long sitting in sackcloth, assemblin 
with one accord, in one place, to tell 
the same story of redeeming love, to 
recount the faithfulness of God through 
all their trials and wanderings, to see 
them enter into solemn covenant with 
Jehovah and with each other. It was 
delightful to behold, for the first time 
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the standard of the cross waving its 

eaceful ensigns over a region, where, 
just before, nothing interrupted the 
silence and solitude of the forest, but 
the yells of the savage and the howl- 
ings of beasts of prey; and to look 
forward, by an eye of faith, to the time, 
when this infant vine should grow and 
expand, until the whole — should 
be covered with its branches and en- 
riched with its fruit. 

My labors in this region were inter- 
rupted six weeks, by atour into Up- 
per Canada and the Niagara frontier, 
Crossed the Ontario from the mouth of 
the Genesee river in the spring of 1816, 
and arrived on the 4th day at York, 
capital of U. C. Spent three weeks 
here and in the vicinity, during which, 
more than twenty sermons were 
reached, from sixty to seventy fami- 
fies were visited, and $24 received in 
contribution. Deplorable, beyond de- 
scription, is the religious state of this 
Province, and the lower is perhaps 
worse. When I beheld the desolations, 
mine eyes pained my heart. No ordi- 
nances dispensed; little or no stated 
preaching; vice and ignorance tri- 
umphant; here and there a child of 
God, solitary and disheartened. The 
literary prospects no detter. ‘Till 1816, 
no systematic provision had been made 
for schools. In consequence of which, 
many heads of families could neither 
read nor write. I found a German 
settlement without the scriptures. The 
towns of Marcum, Newmarket, and 
Scarborough (the last settled by Pres- 
byterians from Scotland, ) had not heard 
a Presbyterian preacher for five, ten, 
and fifteen years. I could hear of but 
three settled ministers of this persua- 
sion in the Province, six or eight Epis- 
copalians, and but few of any other, 1 
was every where hospitably received, 
had the happiness of preaching to 
thronged and solemn assemblies, Im- 
portunate and heart-rending were the 
entreaties to stay a little longer, and to 
use mv influence io the States to send 
them Missionaries.—Shall this benight- 
ed people, “ bone of our bone and flesh 
of our flesh,” so numerous, so anxious 
for religious struction, who have been 
eruelly neglected by the mother coun- 
try, I say, shall they appeal to the 
charities of the American church in 
yain? 


Iam authorized to staic, that Mis. 
sionaries would be welcomed to this 
remote and forsaken ignc, and janu- 
somely supported. 

On the Niagara frontier 1 spent two 
weeks, prcaciing im Lewiston and the 


Vicimity, ‘Phe cieieterious influence of 


the war on moral character will long 
be felt in this region. ‘The lower 
Classes of society, as in Canada, are 
excessively corrupt. ‘Taverns and 
stores are crowded with those whose 
highest ambition is, “ to rise up early 
that they may follow strong drink, and 
continue till night, till wine inflame 
them,” Some, however, were active 
for a reform. I since learn that a 
church has been organized, and the 
ministry settled under the Rev. D. M. 
Smith. Two miles east of the village 
of Lewiston is a settlement of the 
Tuscarora Indians. ‘This tribe have 
been christianized. A few of them 
are hopefully pious. J preached twice 
among them by an Indian interpreter, 
and no where found a more respecttui 
and attentive auditory. * * * * 

From Pompey it was my intention 
to have hastened immediately to Utica, 
but the idea was powerfully impressed 
upon me to visit Oswego and the re- 
gion round about, Pressed in spirit 
by the “ Macedonian cry,” | retraced 
my way some miles west, and then 
proceeded north forty miles throngh 
the wilderness to Oswego. I was 
gratified to learn that though they had 
been without preaching most of the 
ear, they had kept up reading meet. 
ings onthe Sabbath. It is with much 
satisfaction I announce the organiza. 
tion of three fiourishing churches, dur. 
ing this visit, viz. at the Port, the 
Mansettlement (so cailed) near the 
Falls, and Hannibalviile. The impres- 
sion left upon the minds of the con- 
gregations who witnessed these solem- 
nities, will be long remembered. ‘The 
friends of Jesus were comforted and 
apimated, and prejudices on the part 
of the world were cbviated, 

Here also the great Head of the 
Church gave a signal testimonial in 
favor of an institution of His own ap- 
pointment. As the case Was striking, 


I record it to the glory of his grace. 
The subject, a respectable inhabitant 
of Oswego, had been several days un- 
der pungent convictions. He attend- 
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ed the. organization of the church. 
Whiue listenng to the recital of the 
candidates of what God had wrought 
for them, his hostility was powertuily 
excited against the Divine government, 
ile declared that God was unjust to 
impart repewing g erace to one, While he 
wilineld it from. another. After re- 
turning to his family in this rebellious 
frame, the arm of Jchovah was made 
bare; in a moment the stubborn will 
bowed, a heavenly calin overspread his 
sual and bis joy was unutterably great. 

From this time congregations n- 
creased im number and solemnity. 
Several began anxiously to inquire 
what they should do to be saved. But 
within the limits of the Falls’ church 
ihere was a general retreshing from the 
presence of the Lord, In one settle- 
ment almost every house experienced 
either the awakening or the renewing 
influence of the Holy Spirit. Rev. Mr. 
Davenport and Rev. Mr. Dixon labor- 
cd here occasionally, ‘his revival was 
pecuharly refreshing, as it was the first 
ever Known in this region. To Zion’s 
King be ali the glory. 

ihe towns of Vienna and Western 
are ina deplorable condition, overrun 
with heresy, discord and vice. A res- 
pectable number are however to be ex- 
ce} pted, who, like the Jewish worthies 
With the mark upon their foreheads, 
“cry and sigh for al] the abominations 
that be done in the midst thereof.” In 
the latter place I was several days in a 
time of religious excitement. It was 
distressing to reflect, that faithful in- 
struction could not be enjoyed here a 
few weeks at least. ‘The work of the 
Spirit was checked by certain enthusi- 
astic and disorderly teachers improperly 
called Christians, followers of one Elias 
Smith, propagating the most pernicious 
and anti-seriptural doctrines, such as 
the annihilation of the wicked after tite 


judgment, the abolition of the moral law, 


the materiality of the soul, a denial of the 
essential divinity of Jesus Christ, of the 


foreknowledge of Ged, of the covenant of 


redemption, &c. &c. I would earnestly 
recommend these places to the com- 
passion of Missionary Societies. 
Permit me, in conclusion, to remark, 
that I have not for a moment regretted 
that the morning of my ministry has 
pech consecrated to the Missionary 
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cause. No, it has ever been on there- 
trospect an occasion of grautude to 
God. ‘Though subjected to trials and 
privations io whieh {had before been 
unaccustomed, yet I have had pleasures, 
which I would not have cxchanged tur 
alt the honors and for all the wealth of 
this world. The promise, “ Lo I am 
with you always,” has been verified in 
innumerable instances, when earthly 
resources failed, to sirengthen me in 
my work. 

‘It was indeed delightfui to water the 
thirsty churches of the wilderness, to 
be the almoners of your pious bounty, 
to go where the Savior had scarcely be- 
fore been named, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound. 

Could you, dear sisters, have witness- 
ed the gratitude expressed by the des- 
titute, could you have seen hundreds im 
the dark rooms of a log cabin. gather- 
ing around your Missionary for instruc- 
tion, while the big tear rolled down 
their che ck, could you realize the ani- 
mation, the spirit of prayer, the joy dif- 
fused over settlemeyts, just recovered 
from the wilderness, by even a transient 
visit from an ambassador of Jesus, | am 
sure you would have felt amply com- 
pensated for all your generosity; you 
would have tasted the choicest luxury 
—that of doing good; this I often tast- 
ed, and in those moments, the pains of 
a disordered system and the toils of the 
inission were forgotten. 

Finally, how animating, respected 
sisters, is the period in which you live. 
Many prophets and kings desired 
to see what you behold, but were not 
permitted. He, who has the resour- 
ces of the universe at his command, has 
roused the slumbering world to action. 
His people, who have long been sitting 
in sackcloth with their harps on the 
willows, are now returning to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon 
their heads. One spirit pervades the 
church to send the gospel with its 
heralds to theendsofthe earth. The 
monarch and the peasant, infancy and 

age, hasten to lay their offerings ut the 
feet of the Prince of Peace. Already, 
on the western breeze, you hear the 
songs of new born souls responded 
from every continent and from the isles 
of the sea. In such a day, when th 
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prayers and the expectations of the 
saints, the missionary efforts and the 
language of prophecy, all indicate the 
near approach of the millennial day, 
who can be inactive, who will not wel- 
come the Savior to his kingdom ? Un- 
der circumstances so auspicious in a 
cause so magnificent, I rejoice that the 
females of the Western District have 
embarked witha zeal proportionate to 
the grandeur of the object, and with a 
benevolence graceful as their sex. Per- 
severe, respected sisters, in your bless- 
ed enterprize. Let no obstacles dis- 
courage, let nowant of success relax 
yourexertions. You willenjoy a pleas- 
ure which the world cannot give, the 
world cannot take away. Numbers 
whom you will never see on earth, will 
hail you in glory as their spiritual moth- 
ers. There,on the hill of Zion, while 
with united voices they sing, worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain, who hath re- 
deemed us from our sins by blood, they 
will recognize with gratitude your 
prayers and your alms. 

In that awful hour, when the voice 
of the archangel shall burst the caverns 
of the tomb to summon the dead before 
the bar of judgment, the Son of God 
will say, “Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the 
world.” In the successive periods of 
eternity, the consciousness that you 
were the means or swelling the cata. 
logue of the redeemed, and of enrich- 
ing the universe with increasing dis- 
plays of Jehovah’s character, will fire 
you witha seraph’s love, and elevate 
your anthems of praise “to Him that 
sitteth upon the throne and to the 
Lamb.” 


Prox Tar PaNoptist. 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


E.ctracts from the Report of the Pruden- 
tial Committee of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, exhibited at the annual meeting 
of the Board in Sept. last. 

BRETHREN, 

SHALL we mourn, or shall we rejoice ? 
One of our number, a greatly beloved 
and revered associate, rests from his 
labors, end is gone to receive his re- 


ward. His life was a shinin light. of 
increasing effulgence ; hie death was 
the setting of an autumnal sun without 
acloud. This is not the place for am. 
pleeulogy. Itis due, however, to the 
memory of the illustrious dead, and 
especially to the honor of the Eternal 
Spirit, here thankfully to record, that 
the lamented Dr. Dwieut, was an ar- 
dent friend and a strong supporter ot 
missions. By his distinguished instru- 
mentality in enlisting under the banner 
of the cross many young men, destined 
for public action ; by his enlightened 
views and divine sentiments, impress- 
ed on many more ; by his extended and 
gy general influence; and by 

is counsels and exertions in direct 
connexion with this Board, he probably 
did not less than any one of his surviv- 
ers in this country has done, towards 
the advancement of this holy cause, 
And if he now rests with the apostles 
of the Savior, ofall his works on earth 
it delights him chiefly to remember, 
that he was disposed and enabled to 
do something for a cause so beneficent 
and glorious ;—so dear to saints and 
angels inheaven, and to Him, whose 
immeasurable love to it isthe continu- 
ally opening theme of their most joy- 
ous and exalted praises. Is our late 


associate now an associate with the in- 


numerable company before the throne 
of God and the Lamb? The thought 
will impart a sacred elevation to our 
views, and a celestial animation to our 
work. If we be faithful, we too shall 
rest in due time ; and we too shall en- 
ter into the joy of our Lord. 

The Report now to be submitted 
will be disposed under several distinct 
heads. 


Bombay. 

Our mission at Bombay claims our 
first attention. By our last Report the 
history of this mission was brought 
down to the close of Nov. 1815. Itis 
now to be continued to the 20th of last 
May, within four months of the pres- 
ent time. 

The period, thus defined, affords ma- 
ny reasons for gratulation and thank- 
fulness, as a period of tranquillity and 
prosperity. Not only have the Breth- 
ren Hall & Newell been quieted in their 
station, but the Mission has received 
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yecessions of strength, and of means and suchas cauld not well be described, ‘ 


for extending its operations. have occurred ; but we have heen able 
«This day,” say the brethren, in so far to overcome them, that this first 


Siheir Journal, Nov. 1, 1816;— This production of our press has greatly en- 


dav has been made joyful to us by the 
arrival of our long expected Brother 
Bardwell, his wife and child They 
arrived safe, after a voyage ot 27 days 
from Columbo. It wasa joyful meet- 
ing to us all; and we heartily united 
in thanksgiving and praise to that all- 
directing Providence, that has so mer- 
cifully preserved and guided us in all 
our wavs, and crowned us with good- 
ness and loving kindness.” 

In afew weeks afterwards, Mr. Hall 
was martied to an English lady, who 
had resided in the country so long as 
tohave acquired a knowledge of the 
Ti. ndoosianee, one of the principal lan- 
gusges spoken at Bombay, and who is 
considered by the brethren as no small 
acq:usition to the mission. 

It isabout two vears since the Breth- 
ren Hall and Newell have been able to 
picach, with a good degree of facility, 
in the language of the country. 

Tn private journals, whichthey have 
sent to us, and some of which have 
been published, the Brethren have giv- 
en us some specimens of the manner in 
which they employ and acquit them- 

ves in this part of their work :— 

o which it appears, that they have 

Ue d fiiculty at any time in finding 
people collected, or in collecting them, 
in considerable numbers; that favora- 
ble opportunities are frequently afford- 
eithem for exposing the absurdities 
and enormities ef heathenism, and for 
displaving, in contrast with them, the 
exceliencies of Christianity ; and that 
they are often heard with attention, and 
not without manifest impression. 

Another important part of the work 
of our missionaries is that of trans- 
tating. Besides a harmony of the Gos- 
pels, thev have translated the Evangel- 
ists separatelv, the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, several of the Epistles, and select 
portions of other parts of the Bible. 

On the 10th of March, they finished 
the printing of fifteen hundred copies 
of a Scripture tract of eight octavo 
pages. “Almost the whole of the 
work,” they say, ** from the beginning 
to the end, has been done with ourown 
hands. Difficulties of various kinds, 


couraged us. Weexpect to put the 
Gospel of Matthew to the press ina 
few days, but shall not probably have 
it ready for distribution under three 
months.” 

Another, and a most important part 
of the work of our missionaries is the 
care of scheols. ‘They have under 
their care an English school, consisting 
of about forty pupils. This, since the 
accession of females to the mission, 
they hope to enlarge, upon the plan 
similar to the mission school at Ser- 
ampore, and in such a manner as 
will render it a source of emolu- 
ment to the general establishment- 
But their hearts are much more 
ardently engaged in free schools 
for the instruction of the native youth 
and children in their own language.— 
Of these they, had three for heathen 
and one for Jewish children; contain- 
ing in all about three hundred pupils. 
The teachers of the schools for heath- 
en children are natives; but are em- 
ployed by the missionaries, and under 
their direction. In the first school the 
teacher for some time, made it a part 
of his care to instruct his pupils in the 
rites of idolatry; butthe missionaries 
interposed, and this part of his in- 
structions was discontinued. As the 
schools are of recent date, it is not yet 
time to hear much of the progress of 
the pupils in learning ; but the repre- 
sentations of the brethren are encour- 

aging. 

Your Committee are persuaded, that 
it will be the delight of this Board, 
and of the Christian public, to gratify, 
to the greatest possible extent, the be- 
nevolent desires of the missionaries in 
regard to the establishment of schools. 
Twelve hundred dollars for this object 
was sentout for Bombay about eight 
months ago ; another remittance of a 
thousand dollars was sent about three 
months ago, and large remittances will 
be forwarded for the same object by 
the missionaries now soon te depart. 

Amid their numerousand urgent la- 
bors and cares, the brethren at Bom- 
bay have looked abroad upon the heath - 
en world extensively, with most ex. 
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panded feelings and views. They have 
collected much information, important 
particularly in missionary respects, 
concerning the different parts of In- 
dia, Persia, Arabia, Syria, Palestine, 
and. Egvpt; inall which countries 
they believe that missionary stations i 
might beestablished with fair prospects 
of success. 


Ceylon. 

At our last anniversary, we had only 
the bare intelligence of the arrival of 
the missioparics, sent out two vears 
ago by the Drvad, at Columbo in Cey- 
jon. Your Committee have now the 
happiness to report some particulars of 
ahichly gratifying nature. 

After a passage, during the whole of 
which they had only gratefully to ac- 
knowledge and to record the tender 
mercies of God, they arrived: at Colum- 
bo on the 22d of March, of the last 
year. They were we icomed upon the 
shore most affectionately by the Rev. 
Messrs. Chater and Norton, English 
missionaries then at the place: and 
were received by the officers of the 
government with marked attention and 
Kindness. 

Inthe fourth annual Report of the 
Columbo Auxiliary Bible Society, made 
after the missionaries had been several 
months in the place, distinct mention 
is made of them; and the Report adds, 
“They certainly appear to be men of 
superior attainments and information, 
and in every respect well qualified for 
the benevolent office, which they have 
wndertaken.” 

The brethren sojourned at Columbo 
about six months. During their stay, 
thev were neither idle, nor uselessly oc- 
cupied. Soon after their arrival, ‘they 
took charge of the instruction of sev- 
eral young natives, designed for the 

Christian ministry ; and as soon, also, 
as conveniently they could, they open- 
ed an English school. 

Resides the attention given by them 
to the vouths and children under their 
sare, they afforded assistance to the 
English missionaries at Columbo, and 
inthe vicinity, by preaching on the 
Sabbath and other days, from three to 
six sermons a week. It is gratifying to 
notice the harmony and brotherly af- 
faction whiichsubsisted there between 


the missionaries, not onlv of different 
nations, but also of difterent religi us 

denomimations. Conrrerutionalis:; 

Episcopalians, « VWerhodiste, und Baprtisis, 

were all in mutual fellowship , » and on 
the day of communion at the Lord's table, 

in the chapel of the Rev. Mr. Chater, « 
Baptist missionary from England, the 
infant child of our missionary, Mr. 
Meizs, was baptized. 

The resuit of their inquiries in re. 
gard to the stations to be occupied, 
was, that Mr. Bardweli should go to 

Bombay, and, if permitted, settle ‘with 
the missionaries there ; th ut Messrs. 
Richards and Meigs shouldattempt an 
establishiinent at Butticotta, and Messrs 
Warren and Poor at Tillipallvy, both in 
the Province of Jaffna in the northern 
part of Ceylon. This district was vis- 
ited by Dr. Buchanan in Sept. 1816, 
and by our missionary Mr. Newell, in 
July, 1815; and by both of them it 
is represented as pe culiarly interesting, 
im a missionary point of view. And in 
this elegible province, Tillipally and 
Batticotta are considered as decidedly 
the best missionary stations. 

Since fixing their residence at Tilli- 
paliy, the Brethren Warren and Poor 
have regularly on the Sabbath, preach- 
ed by an interpreter there, and also at 
Mailagum, a place about two miles 
distant. Their congregations have 
varied from 30 to 80 persons. No fe- 
males attend. ‘They have every day, 
also, at the time of morning prayers, 
an exercise of religious instruction, at 
whch a considerable number of per- 
sons are ustally present. Early in 
December, they established a schook 
for the instruction of native veuth and 
children, both in English and Tamu}, 
and another at Mallagum ; and at their 
last dates, they were making prepara- 
tions for establishing a third school at 
Milette, and a fourth at Panditrepo, 
places in chels: vicinity. 

In the provinee of Jaffna, there are 
some relics of the Roman Catholic re- 
lirton, which was introduced two or 
three hundred years ago by the Portu- 
guese ; some traces of religious knowl- 
edge afterwards communicated by the 
Dutch ; and some decaying fruits of 
the missionaries, Christian David, Mr. 
Palm, and others : : yet the great mass 
of the people are pagans. In the other 
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American Aborigines. 


provinces of Ceylon, the paganism is 
of the Budhist form, the same which 

revails in the Burman empire ; but 
in Jaffa, it is Hindoo, the same with 
that which prevails on the neighbor- 
ing peninsula of India. In this district, 
however, the people generally, and even 
the Brahmins, are less devotedly at- 
tuched to their idolatrous rites, have 
feebler prejudices against Christianity, 
and are more easily accessible by mis- 
sionaries, than in almost any other part 
of the pagan world. ‘They are particu- 
larly fond of having their children in- 
structed ; and ou” missioraries repre- 
sent,that there will be no difficulty in es- 
tablishing schools among them, to the 
utmost extent of the means, which shall 
be afforded for the purpose ; and that 
something towards supporting the 
schools may even be expected from 
the pe ple themselves. 

The island of Ceylon at large is ina 
state of peculiar preparation for the 
means of Christian instruction. It is 
blest with a government of most benign 
influence, which lends countenance and 
aid to every benevolent design ; and 
upon its population, extensively, a very 
considerable impression has been made 
by the operations of Missionary and 
Bible Societies. To this impression, 
the Chief Justice, Sir Alexander John- 
stone, a most distinguished and en- 
lightened friend of mankind and of mis- 
sions, in a communication which he has 
done us the honorto make to this 
Board, expressly attributes the very in- 
teresting fact, that a plan, which he 
has had long at heart for the abolition 
of slavery in the Island, has lately been 
adopted with wonderful consent. The 
language of the Province, in which our 
missionaries are stationed, is also the 
language of 8 or 9 millions of people on 
the neighboring peninsula; and that 
the intercourse is such that from Jatt- 
na, Bibles and other books might with 
ease be extensively distributed in In- 
dia. 

Hitherto our Ceylon mission has 
been marked with signal favor ; and 
its present prospects are most rich in 
promise. ‘The field is white already to 
the harvest, and most active exertions, 
with humble dependence on the Lord 
of the harvest, are evidently and ur- 
gently demanded. The feelings and 





itz 


views of the missionaries appear to be 
such, as every friend to the cause 
would wish them to cherish. 


American Aborigines. 


In September, a year ago, our mis: 
sionary, the Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, 
made his first visitto the Cherokees. 
Early in October he attended a general 
council of the chiefs of the Cherokees 
and Creeks, and laid before them the 
object of his mission. After consulta- 
tion, a principal chief took him affec- 
tionately by the hand, and said : * You 
have appeared in our full council. We 
have listened to what you have said, 
and understand it. We are glad to see 
you. We wish to have the schools 
established, and hope they will be of 
great advantage to the nation.”” Anoth- 
er of the chiefs was appointed to go 
with Mr. Kingsbury, and select a suita- 
ble place for an establishment. 

Cheered by these favorable disposi- 
tions, Mr. Kingsbury immediately ap- 
plied himself to the requisite arrange- 
ments. A plantation, which had for 
some years been occupied by a Scotch- 
man, who had resided ir- the nation, 
and which appeared to Mr. Kingsbury 
to be welladapted to his purpose, was 
offered, on what were considered very 
reasonable terms ; and your Committee 
did not hesitate to authorize Mr. 
Kingsbury to make the purchase. 

Having fixed upon his station, Mr. 
Kingsbury’s next care was to lay in a 
stock of provisions, intending to open 
his school in the course of the winter, 
orearly inthe ensuing spring. 

The committee as soon as they were 
apprized of the purchase of the planta- 
tion, requested Messrs. Halland Wil- 
liams, two of the young men who had 
been engaged as teachers, to get them- 
selves in readiness for departure to the 
station, with all convenient despatch. 
They obeyed the summons with great 
gladness of heart, and great activity in 
preparation. They sailed from New- 


York on the 22d of January, and arriv- 
ed at Savannah on the 30th; thence 
proceeded to Augusta, and thence 
across the country to Chickamaugah, 
the place of their destination, where 
they were welcomed by Mr. Kingsbury 
with great joy. 
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{-. Kingsbury is confident, that it 
would be highly gratifving to the Chero- 
Kees tohave more schools established 

among them, and expresses a strong 
hope that the Board will soon be able 
to Chee ge more. 

Sut the Cherokees are not the only 
tribe of pagan aborigines, which de- 
mands benevolent attention. Such in- 
formation has been received, as strong- 
ly impresses the belief that establish. 
ments, similar to the one now reported, 
wonld he very acceptable to the Choc- 
taws, Chickasaws and Creeks. Indeed, 
an ardent ‘esire has been expressed by 
chiets of these several tribes, and bv 
government agents in them, that 
schools might be established among 
them. 

The Committee, have a strong and 
animating persuasion, that the time has 
come for a great and vigorous effort for 
bringing up, in part, the longand heavy 
arrea’s of our country to those poor 
and diminished tribes of our fellow 
beings, whose fathers once called their 
own the widely extended - territories, 
over which our prosperous dwellings 
are now spread and continually spread- 
ing. And they cherish the hope, that 
ailclasses of the community will feel 
the generous impulse, and give with 
sacred emulation, thcir hearts and 
hands to the beneficent work. 


Foreign Mission School. 

The Agency appointed at the last an- 
niversary, for the purpose of * forming 
a plan for establishi ng and conducting 
aschoo! for the education of heathen 
youth in this country,” lost no time in 
attending to the important business ; 
and it has been the cheerful endeavor 
of the Prudential Committce to ren- 
der them every facility and aid in their 
power. On the 29ih of October the 
Agency agreed upon ac onstitution for 
the proposed school, fixed upon a plan 
for its establishment, nominated a pre- 
ceptor or principal, and appointed a 
visiting committee, and a committee, 
to make the necessary contracts for 
the purchase of land for the use of 
the institution. 

Shortlv afterwards, lands and bnild- 
ings for the institution were purchased 
in Cornwall, (Con.) and measures were 
put forw ard to get it into operation as 
soon as it could well be done. 


The school was commenced under 
the instruction of Mr. Dwight about 
the first of May; the number of pu- 
pils is twelve ; and the accounts which 
your Committee have received of their 
deportment and progress are highly 
satisfactory. 

‘The school is regarded, in all parts 
of our country, with particular favor 
and avery lively interest. Designed, 
as it is, to fit young persons who come 
to this favored land, from amidst the 
darkness and corruptions and miseries 
of paganism, to be sent back to their 
respective nations with the blessings 
of civilized and Christianized society ; 
with the useful sciences and arts ; 
with the purifying light of salvation ; 
with the elevating hopes of immortali- 
ty ; the relative importance and event- 
ual utility of this infant seminary can 
hardly be too highly estimated. 


New Missionaries. 

Of the five missionaries, recenily or- 
dained at Boston, Messrs. Graves and 
Nichols are destined for India, to 
strengthen our stations there, and are 
expected to take their departure in 
two or three waeks. Mr, Butrick is 
soon to be sent to one of the Indian 
tribes in the south-western part of our 
country. Mr. Swift helds himself in 
readiness for the Eastern or Western 
service, to be sent forth as soon as cer. 
tain particular contingencies will ena- 
ble your Committee finally to decide 
on his destination. And Mr. Parsons 
is intended to be employed for some 
Man, as an agent for promoting the ob- 

cts of the Board at home ; and after- 
a vards to be sent forth to any field, to 
which Divine Providence may direct. 

Resides those now named, there are 
two others, who hald themselves cn- 
gaged and ready for the service. 

There are known to your Committee 
five or six young men, now in a course 
of preparation for the ministry, who 
hold themselves devoted to the service 
of Christ among the heathen, and 
intend ere long to offer themselves in 
form to the patronage of this Board. 

ln no instance have the Commitice 
sought for missionaries, or used solici- 
tation or persuasion Ww ith an individual 
to engage in the service. Nor have 
Commit 


they been received, until the 
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‘ee have obtained satisfactory evidence 
of their essential qualifications. 


Funds. 


The donations to the Board, during 
the year past, have somewhat exceed- 
ed twenty-seven thousand dollars. 

Our expenses the last year for mis- 
sionaries, schools, and translations at 
Bombay and Ceylon, amount to almost 
eleven thousand dollars ; those for the 
various purposes of the Cherokee es- 
tablishment, to almost two thousand 
and six hundred ; those for the foreign 
mission school at Cornwall, to about 
five thousand; and those of various 
contingencies to about seventeen hun- 
dred: making a total of somewhat 
more than twenty thousand dollars.— 
This augmented expenditure, consider- 
ing the objects to which it has been ap- 
plied, will be matter of devout joy and 
thankfulness to all, who, with single- 
ness of heart, seek the enlargement of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom and the best 
interests of mankind. It has been ap- 
plied for the support of eight preach- 
ers of the Gospel to the heathen,—for 
the employment of as many teachers 
of schools in heathen lands,—for the 
instruction directly of four or five hun- 
dred youth and children, heathen and 
Jewish,*—for the founding of establish- 
ments, designed for the unlimited ben- 
efit of heathen nations, and for the 
translation into various heathen lan- 
cuages, and the dispersion among mill- 
ions of heathen people, of the lively 
Oracles, given from heaven, to tura 
them from their vanities unto the liv- 
ing God, and to raise them from their 
wretchedness to immortal glory. 

Must not the expenditure of the en- 
suing year be much greater? Isit not 
desirable that it should be ? 

Will the Christian people of this fa- 
vored country compel us to cease our 
operations, or to abridge our plans ?— 
Will they say tous, ‘ Recal the mis- 
sionaries, who are already gone forth ; 

* While this sheet was partly in 
type, intelligence was received from 
Bombay, which authorizes us to say 
seven or eight hundred, instead of four 
or five hundred 
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stop those who are going. Let the 
work of translating, printing, and dis- 
tributing the Scriptures proceed no 
further. Shut up those schools, and 
send those hundreds of children to re- 
main in the ignorance and to follow the 
ways of their parents. Letthe heath- 
en take care of themselves and their 
own. If the Savior wili have them for 
his inheritance, he will take possession 
of them when he pleases. It is no 
concern of ours.? Will they say this? 

Trusting in God, this Board may, 
and must “Go rorwarp.” We have 
the high commission of the ascending 
Redeemer. We have the cotmmand- 
ment of the everlasting God. Our 
OBJECT IS SECOND TO NONE UNDER HEAV- 
EN. “ Forafter that, in the wisdom of 
God, the world by wisdom knew not God, 
it pleased God, BY THE FOOLISHNESS 
OF PREACHING fo save them that believe.” 

The true missionary spirit, 1s the 
spirit of love ;—of that charity which 
seeketh not her own—which envieth 
not ; and it isnot the least among the 
blessed effects to be expected from the 
d:tiusion of this spirit, that in so far as 
it prevails, it will break down the bar- 
riers of party, destroy invidious distine- 
tions, and unite the hearts and hands of 
Christians in one glorious design, the 
spread of “ THE COMMON SALVATION.” 
The prophetic word is sure. When the 
earth is to be “ filled with the knowl- 
edge of Jehovah as the waters cover 
the sea ;” then “ Ephraim shall not en- 
vy Judah, and Judah shall not vex 
Ephraim.” Happy day !—Blessed con- 
summation! Heaven will look down 
with delight ; and united Zion in all 
her dwellings shall hear the majestic 
voice, “ Arise, shine, for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Lorp is 
risen upon thee. And the Gentiles 
shall come to thy light, and kings to 


the brightness of thy rising. Lift up 


thine eyes round about and see: all 
they gather themselves together ; they 
come to thee: Thy sons shall come 
from far, and thy daughters shall be 
nursed at thy side. Then shalt thou 
see, and flow together, and thine heart 
shall fear and be eniarged; because 
the abundance of the sea shall be con- 
verted unto thee, the forces of the Gen- 
tiles shall come unto thee.” 
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REVIVAL IN ACWORTH, N. EH. 


Account of the Revival of Religion in 
eworth, N. H. communicated by the 
Rev. Puinenas Cooxe, for the Pano- 
plist. 

The writer of the following account 
was ordained over the Congregational 
Church and Society in Acworth, Sept. 
7, 1814.—Previous to this time he 
does not learn that there ever was in 
the society a general attention to relig- 
ion; any thing which mig’it properly 
be denominated a revival ; although a 
very decent respect to the means of 
grace, ana a general willingness to sup- 
port the Gospel, were characteristics 
of the people from their first settle- 
ment. While the more public forms of 
godliness were observed, there was an 
evident lack of that vital piety, which 
causes its possessors to hold intercourse 
with heaven, when the world does not 
see them. 

Professors in too manv instances 
slumbered and slept, indifferent to the 
state of their lamps, whether they con- 
tained oilornot. And if possible, they 
were stillless concerned at the death- 
like stupor which prevailed in the un- 
godly world around.—One year rolled 
away after another, bearing mortals to 
their long home; in some instances 
sweeping them away as with a flood,* 
while the living remained unconcern- 
ed, and regarded not the solemn call 
which spoke aloud on every hand, 
**Prepare to meet thy God.” 

The time I labored among them pre- 
vious to my settlement, was not dis- 
tinguished for any thing in particular, 
except a good attention to the preach- 
ed word. No instances of individual 
conversion were discovered until after 
that period. At the first communion 
after ordination, sixteen offered them- 
selves to the church; most of whom 
dated their hope of a saving change 
previous to my coming among them. 

But immediately after this, instances 
of individual conviction made their 
appearance in different parts of the 





* In 1812—66; in 1818—2S; in 
1814—46, died ; mostly of the spot- 
ted fever—amounting in three years to 
140—-more than one eleventh of the 
whole pepulation. 
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society, and one and another were made 
to rejoice in God their salyation.— 
While these drops were few, their dif. 
fusion manifested that God had some 
mercy, even for the evil and ur thank- 
ful. During the first year nearly thir- 
ty embraced the Savior according to 
the covenants of the Gospel. The 
second year was marked with appear- 
ances very similar, and about the same 
number were hopefully brought home 
to Christ through the only way, regen- 
eration. 
At the commencement of my third 
ministerial year, Sept. 1816, affairs be- 
gan to wear astill more favorable as. 
pect. What was serious before, ap- 
peared solemn now. The seats in the 
house of God were filled not with 
drowsy inattentive hearers, but with 
awukened immortals, hanging on the 
lips of the speaker, with almost breath- 
less attention ; looking as if thew ev- 
erlasting all was suspended on the 
proper improvement of a single ser- 
mon. Neither were the people satis- 
fied with attending merely on the du- 
ties of the sanctuary. Conference 
meetings were established in different 
parts of the society, and were attend- 
ed with increasing interest. About 
this time our winter schoo!s commenc- 
ed ; and several of them enjoyed the 
distinguished blessing of having pious 
young men to instruct them. Feeling 
that responsibility, which every guard- 
ian of youth, who knews the worth of 
the soul, will feel, they blended divine 
with human learning : and while they 
were careful in teaching the “ young 
idea how to shoot,” they were no less 
anxious that its first growth should be 
heavenward. Inaschool in the west- 
ern part of the society,a regular course 
of biblical instruction was introduced, 
accerding to the plan laid down in 
“Wilbur's Catechism.” Questions 
were proposed weekly, and one evening 
in each week set apart for their discus- 
sion. The answers to these questions 
are required to be in Scripture lan- 
guage. As soon as this mode of relig- 
10Us instruction was introduced, a visi- 
ble alteration was seen in many schol- 
ars. They began to discover a greater 
relish for the Holy Scriptures. In 
searching for the answers to their ques- 
tions, they felt an increasing desire to 
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Know more of the lively oracles of di- 
vine truth. Every vacant moment, 
when relieved from their other school 
exercises, the Bible was taken up, and 
the unheeded tear, which now and then 
would drop over the sacred page, 
showed that the contents were becom- 
ing daily more precious to the soul.— 
On Tuesday evening, January 14. 1817, 
when assembled as usual for the dis- 
¢ussion of their scriptural questions, 
occurred a scene, on which memory 
lingers with delight; and which no 
doubt excited those fresh acclamations 
of joy inheaven, which take place on 
the return of every penitent sinner. 

The house on a sudden, became a 
little Pentecost. The first question 
which was asked a young woman of 
twenty years of age, was “ What is re- 
generation ?” She rose, attempted to 
answer, failed, and sunk under the 
weight of a wounded spirit. The next 
in order was called upon, but was una- 
ble to reply, from the same cause as 
the former. The third issued in the 
same manner; and in a few minutes 
the whole school present, consisting of 
about twenty-six scholars, were over- 
~vhelmed in a flood of penitential grief ; 
and cries such as these were heard in 
different directions: “ How can I live! 
What shall Ido ! God be merciful to 
me a sinner!” With these were 
mingled from all parts of the room, 
the pressing, anxious request, “ Do, 
dear master, pray for me—pray for me 
in particular.” 

In this scene of general distress, the 
master, though no stranger at the 
throne of Grace, and who had previous- 
ly attended daily prayer in his school, 
was too much agitated by the occasion 
to command his feelings sufficiently, 
tocommend his pupils to the only 
source of consolation. At this time 
there was sitting in the midst of this 
afflicted assembiy a young man, who 
was remarkably delivered from the 
power of sin, and made atrophy of re- 
deeming love afew days before; who 
had just learned there was a throne of 
grace for humble suppliants to ap- 
proach ; and who possessed no partic- 
ular qualifications to fit him to recom- 
mend his despairing sehool-mates to 
the mercy of heaven. Secing the per- 
turdation of the master, and the dis- 

tress which prevailed on every side, he 


Religion. 425 


rose, and with apparent composure, 
said, “ Let us pray.” Heprayed: and 
it was evident God heard; for here 
was an instrument of his own choos- 
ing. A modest youth, naturally diff. 
dent, a new-born soul of yesterday, 
committing in language perfectly ap- 
propriate, the wants of his distressed 
companions to that wonder-working 
God, who alone is able to forgive sins, 
and impart spiritual life to the soul.— 
It was a scene sufficiently interesting, 
to have made an apostle tremble.— 
When this prayer was finished, the 
master had so far recovered himself, 
as to be able tooffer up a fervent peti- 
tion in behalf of his school. When he 
closed, it was proposed to send for 
some of the neighbors. Two men, 
professors, who had children in the 
school, were accordingly called in.— 
One of these next took his turn in 
prayer. After some conversation, the 
torementioned young man, next the 
master, the.. the neighbor, each a sec- 
ond time sought in prayer for that 
grace which alone could help in. such a 
time of need. By this time the even- 
ing grew late, and proposals were made 
to retire. But the scholars, unanimous- 
ly, were unwilling to leave the house, 
or separate from eachother. The im- 
pression which seized their minds 
seemed to be, that it would be de- 
parting from the immediate presence 
of Jehovah. The exclamation of holy 
Jacob was indeed strikingly veriiied - 
“And he was afraid, and said, how 
dreadful is this place! this is none 
other but the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven.” After much intrea- 
ty, they were, however, persuaded to go 
home to their respective families. 

Next morning, information being re- 
ceived of what had taken place, a con- 
ference was appointed at a house near 
the school-house at 1 o’clock, P. M. 
Here was a spectacle presented which 
must have excited the admiration of 
angels. Each scholar holding in his 
hand the Bible, Testament, or Watt’s 
Psalms and Hymns, and searching for 
his life for that spiritual bread which 
if amaneat, he shall live forever.— 
The assembly was great. During this 
meeting many of those who attended 
became convinced of their lost condi- 
tion, and began to think it high time 

te awake out of sleep, and call on God 
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before they perished. On this melting 
occasion, the stoutest heart of oak 
dissolved like wax. Andnone were 
present who did not appear to be look- 
ing to Zion, with their faces thither- 
ward. 

Saturday following, another school 
in the east part of the town assembled 
for their usual school exercises; and 
it was soon discovered that the master 
was completely incapacitated to pro- 
ceed with his ordinary instructions, on 
account of the weight of conviction 
which lay on his mind. Immediately 
fifteen of his oldest scholars were in a 
similar situation, and in a short time 
the neighbors were cailed in, and the 
school transformed into a reiigious 
conference ; and continued thus until 
night, when the instructer, for the first 
time, dismissed his school with prayer. 
For some time after this, not a day re- 
turned which brought not the joyful 
tidings that some one was convicted, 
or some one made happy beneath the 
smiles of a reconciled Savior. 

In the first mentioned school, relig- 
ious books were substituted ex- 
clusively, and religious instruction 
the sole business for weeks. The 
school-house became a Bethel, where 
God was worshipped morning, noon, 
and night. Buta few weeks elapsed, 
before the major part were enabled to 
sing of mercy, and when viewing 
what God had wrought for them, were 
lost in wonder, love and praise. The 
work has appeared to be genuine in 
nearly every instance; and all those 
who have publicly professed to love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as yet appear to walk 
agreeably to their vocation. And 
most of the number have for some time 
been members of Christ’s visible king- 
dom. The same remarks apply to the 
master and scholars of the other school. 
In the course of the winter some drops 
of mercy fell into two other schools, 
and individuals were taken from them 
into the school of Christ. 

The revival had now become pretty 
extensive through the society, and was 
principally confined to the rising gen- 
eration, but not wholly. Several in 
middle life have been led to consider, 
among all their attainments, one thing 
is needful, and appear to have wisely 
chosen that better part, which cannot 
be taken from them. 


The work has continued through the 
summer, und now there are some hope- 
ful appearances, that God has not left 
us, Seventy-eight have united with 
the church, and in the judgment of 
charity thirty or forty more are fit sub- 
jects tor the fellowship of the saints. 

The doctrines delivered from the 
pulpit, and discussed in the conference 
room, were those which are weliknown 
under the title, of the doctrines of grace. 
And it is believed that not one of the 
late subjects of the work can be found, 
who would not cordially subscribe to 
God’s absolute sovereignty, the total 
depravity of the natural heart, the 
agency of the Holy Spirit in regencra- 
tion, personal election, the underived 
divinity of Christ, and the final perse- 
verance of the saints. The language 
of one and all is—*I care not how 
much Tam abused, if Christ be but ex- 
alted.” 

[cannot persuade myself to close 
thisnarration, without inculcating on 
all who may read it, the importance of 
imparting religious instruction to 
youth. ‘he blessing which God has 
been pleased to bestow on such instruc- 
tion in our schools has been wonderful ; 
and to his Great Name be all the glory. 
The connexion between the means and 
their sanctification has been strikingly 
visible. I will give one instance among 
many. The question given out was, 
“ When is the most proper, and per- 
haps the only time to begin a life of re- 
ligion?” In searching for the answer, 
the scholars observed, the Scriptures 
every where spoke of this season only 
in the present tense. ‘ Now is the ac- 
cepted time,” «c. ‘To-day if ye will 
hear his voice,” &c.; and that they 
could find no promise of to-morrow.— 
This circumstance alarmed several ;— 
and under God was the beginning of 
that conviction which led to a saving 
repentance. Are not these things suf- 
ficient encouragement to induce all in- 
structers of youth to seize every favor- 
able opportunity to instil into the minds 
of their pupils the fandamental princi- 
ples of our holy religion? And will 
not parents feel the importance of se- 
lecting pious instructers for their chil- 
dren? PHINEHAS COOKE. 

Acworth, Oct. 9, 1817. 
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Obituary. 


Memoirs of Wm. Starret, Esq. 

Tus subject of these memoirs, was 
gon to Deacon William Starret of Fran- 
cestown, N. H. was born Nov. 4, 1770. 
September 22, 1797, he entered into 
the marriage state with Lucy Baldwin, 
daughter to Col. Nahum Baldwin of 
Amherst. After they had one child, 
his wife, desirous of professing relig- 
ion and devoting the child to God in 
baptism ; as she had previousiy enter- 
tained an hope; was very desirous of 
his bearing her company in this solemn 
transaction. She often conversed with 
him on the subject. He would some- 
times say he felt a desire to give him- 
self and child up to God; but feared 
he had not passed from death unto life. 
Having an opportunity, however, of 
opening his mind to the Rev. Mr. Mor- 
rison of Londonderry, and conversing 
freely on the subject, Mr. Morrison 
advised him to join the church. He 
complied. He and his wife made a 
public profession of religion, and ded- 
icated their child to God. In which 
she professed to take great satisfaction, 
but de had great fears about himself. 
Mr. Starret’s health failing, ane hop- 
ing that a change of situation migit be 
more favorable to his health and inter- 
est; in May, 1803, he removed with 
his family to Warren, in the District of 
Maine, where they continued several 
years. In February, 1807, he remov- 
ed to the place which has sinee been 
incorporated by the name ‘of Putnam, 
where he ended his days. Although 
his health was slender, yet he made 
out to attend to business, lived to see 
his wife brought near the grave three 
times, and raised up again to survive 
him, and to bury four of his children, 
leaving seven to feel his loss. In the 
forepart of January last, he was taken 
with his lastillness. From which time 
he had new and various exercises of 
mind. He was ready to think he had 
done wrong in professing religion when 
he did, because he seriously feared, he 
at that time had not experienced the 
power of it upon his own soul; and 
thought it a very inconsistent thing for 
any one to join Christ’s church on 
earth, unless he had some ftness 
wrought in him for the kingdom of 
glory. 

These things being expressed, filled 
the mind of his companion with the 
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greatest anxiety for him, as she was 
the occasion of his making a profession 
of religion when he did. She was ex- 
cited to cry to God for him, with all 
the importunity that the tenderest af- 
fection, sanctified by Divine grace, was 
calculated to inspire. He, also, was 
led to plead with God, at seasons, as a 
man would plead with his friend, that 
he would manifest Himself to him, as 
He does not to the world. Some souls, 
in the place, about this time, were 
hopetully brought out of darkness into 
God’s marvellous light, which ap- 
peared to give him great satisfaction. 
He appeared quite desirous for the con- 
vicson of souls, and that Christ’s 
church might be built up in the place, 
upon the sure foundation of the Apos- 
tles and Prophets. In the month of 
April, God was pleased to send a Mis- 
sionary this way, who preached to him 
from these words, ‘*set thine house 
in order,” &c. which ever afterwards 
he appeared anxious to do, and often 
admonished and corrected his children 
and other members of his family, ex- 
horting them to walk in wisdom’s 
ways, and to do that which -was right, 
and well pleasing in God’s sight. One 
evening, after a conference meeting 
was held at his house, he thought he 
had enjoyed a sweet season of vom- 
munion with God, and seemed to have 
no will but this, That God’s will should 
be done, and expressed a willingness to 
live or die, just as God pleased. He 
said he felt willing to go that night, if 
God saw fit so to order it. From this 
time forward, he felt a more confident 
hope that he had an interest in Christ. 
He often spake of the goodness of God, 
in ever looking in mercy upon such an 
unworthy creature, and said he was 
like a brand plucked out of the burn- 
ing. It seemed to be his constant 
prayer, that he might be enabled to 
roll all his burdens and cares upon the 
Lord, and find Him sustaining him. 
About five or six weeks before he died, 
he had a severe conflict in his mind, 
with the eld adversary, “ who worrys 
whom he cannot devour, with a ma- 
lignant joy.” But the conflict was 
short. God again lifted the light of 
his reconciled countenance upon his 
soul. The tempter fled, and he had no 
more special interruption from him till 
his death. At one time, after he had 
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been praying for further manifestations, 
he seemed to have such a discovery of 
heavenly joy, that he said, he had to 
shrink back from it, as being too much 
for him to bear in his weak state! Af- 
ter he became so weak that he was un- 
able to help himself, he desired often 
to be held up in the bed, while he pray- 
ed with his family, and committed 
them to God's holy care and keeping. 
His neighbors and the church of God 
were not forgotten. He had a desire 
for some time that a church might be 
established in the place; and had used 
his utmost endeavors to have gospel 
preaching, which was enjoyed oecasion- 
ally. A church was formed a short 
time before his death ; but he was so 
weak that he was not able to attend, 
goin, or partake. He had expressed a 
desire a while before, to unite in the 
communion of the Lord’s supper. The 
sure word of God seemed to be his only 
ground of hope, to which he often ad- 
monished others to trust, and not to 
place confidence in dreams and imagi- 
nations. In view of leaving his wife 
and children, he often repeated that 
scripture, “ Leave thy fatherless child- 
ren with me, I will preserve them alive, 
and let thy widows trust in me.” 
Such passages as these, appeared to af- 
ford him support and comfort—* I 
pray not for these alone, but for all 
those that shall believe on me through 
their word.”—* Why art thou cast 
down, O my soul, and why art thou 
disquieted within me; hope thou in 
God, for I shall yet praise him, who is 
the health of my countenance and my 
God ??—“ They that trust in the Lord 
shall never be confounded.”—The 
thought, that it is impossible for God 
to lie, led him to repose unshaken con- 
fidence in him and his promises, and 
to fear no evil, although he should pass 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death. He appeared very anxious at 
times that his temporal affairs should 
be settled in sucha manner that no one 
with whom he had dealings should suf; 
fer injury, and took much pains that 
thing's should be so adjusted. He had 
several times expressed a desire, if it 
was God’s will, to have his dismission 
on the Lord’s day, that he might on 
that day begin his everlasting Sabbath. 
It pleased God, however, to call him 
away on Monday evening, a little past 
eleven o’clock, the twenty-fifth of Au- 


gust. He said on the morning of that 
day that he should go that night, which 
took place accordingly. He was ex- 
ercised with very severe pain, at times 
inhis last confinement, but appeared 
toendure it with admirable patience, 
till God was pleased to remove him, 
it is hoped, to that world, where there 
is NO More pain, nor sorrow, nor cry- 
ing. 

** Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord.” 

Putnam, September, 1817, 


Ordinations. 

Ordained at Thomaston, October 15, 
the Rev. Joun H. Ivenanam. Introduc- 
tory prayer by Rev. Mr. Ellingwood, 
Bath ; Sermon by Rev. Mr. Payson, 
Portland; ordaining prayer by Rev. 
Mr. Bayley, New-Castle; Charge to 
the Pastor by Rev. Mr. Gillet, Hallo- 
well; Charge to the people by Rev. 
Mr. Ward, Alna; Right-hand of fel- 
lowship by Rev. Mr. Mitchell, Wal- 
doboro’; and coneluding prayer by 
Rev. Mr. Tappan, Augusta. 

—At Buxton, October 22d, the Rey. 
Levi Lonrne ; Sermon by Rev, Me. 
Cogswell, Saco. 

—At North-Yarmouth, November, 5th, 
the Rev. Samuet Woopnsuny. ‘The 
Introductory prayer was offered by 
Rev. Mr. Merrill, Freeport ; Sermon 
by Rev. Dr. Appleton, from TMeb. ii. 
2,3; Consecrating prayer by Rev. 
Mr. Scott, Minot ; Charge by Rev. Mr. 
Smith, North-Yarmouth ; Address to 
the church and people by Rev. Mr. 
Rand, Gorham; Fellowship of the 
churches was expressed by Rev. Mr. 
Mitchell, Waldoboro’; and concluding 
prayer by Rev, Mr. Thurston, Win- 
throp. 


Dedication. 


The meeting-house at New-Sharon 
was dedicated on the 19th of Novem. 
ber. Dedicatory Discourse by Rev. 
Mr. Tappan of Augusta, from Gen. 
xxvill. 17, This is none other, but the 
house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven. The concluding prayer was 
offered by Mr, J. Adams, Missionary. 





